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i ZS welcom' as 
7 ; the Argument 

SS He, this TYea- 
JEASAS tile always is 
ro Your Majeſty, and as 
happy as the - Author has 
been to pleaſe You with his 
managing it, I do not Pre- 
ſent 1t yet without a great 
deal of difhdence. Tis now 


I tear too courlly Dreſt to 
A3 thruſt 


To the Kine. 
ehruſk ; ig into - rhe» Breſerſte. 
I mighsperodinardjun 

a5;209d. a; Grace make; i 


Majsfty > Brefene of michend 
lowers, ; or-; Fruic, blown 
down and bruisd witl | he 
Fall. - Bur Scriblers arc 
ſels'd with. the Sp1 1rit ory 
fumprion, an a 
with the Ie oF 
2 cycry turn and. eo Cycry 
Trifle :. with - which their 
Goodneſs has had fo long 
paticnce, that Nfen offend 
now by. Preſcription. And'T 
perhaps moſt of all;-who'fih 
Fs ; and with-'a 


ſtrong 


$0 Þbo\KiMg. 
flrons checkoftont' rh Pet- 
IfwaſlowVhaver-thattheich- 
\porremiry' of oficions 2Tth- 
etthen& riot "<&lifh 
"of Uie many Burdens Which 
fit to heavy. on | Dy 
But is mine nd Gur 
Subjects comfort, that Your 
Majeſty can. pardon giearer 
Faules : And that he is {c- 
ure caough from being ul 


FECeav «, who entertains You 


This, Fog has, To 
me {into 'the boldne(sof 


gno gratlr 


To the King. 
gratifying my Ambion; 
by owning to all the World 


how much I glory in the | 
happincſs of being, 1 


— —— . ally dt 


Tour Majeſty's 20T 


Moſt humble, miſt faithful 
and moſi dutifut Snbjeft 


* 4. 2 2 4K hy 


Walter Kirkham Bloune 


« AV \ f 


Wn 


CHAP. I. 
JT what conſiſts the true Spirit of Chri- 
fianity. Page 1. 
| CHAP. 1I. 


Of the apart: and Qualities of this on 
Ny .im w org 7 the Spirit of Chri- 
Pianity ; and the Idea of 8 7 Cir 


Pag. 25. 
CHAP. III. 


Gharity, di 
ok Sen} Colfeny” Pega 


CHAP. IV. 


Pag. 53 
ofthe pn £p4r "which the F 
[2 to which 8 4- 
Tice of Charity # ſubje. Pag. 6p 
CHAP. VI. 
Of the Means to acquire Chriftian Cha» 
rity. | Pag. 101. 


CHAP. 


: Table of Chaprers. 
| CHAP. VIL 


Three pewerful Motiroes to excite a Chri- 
ftian to acquire the Vertne of Charity. 
- . Pag. 110- 


CHAP. VIIL 
The Concluſion of this Diſcourſe by way 


of Exbortation, to move Cirifiep 
Charity. F. Pag Fe 


ERRAT 4. 


11. line 18. read blood ſhed. p. 19. 
, + oops to. p. 6o. L. 6. pars 

9. 4. 3. 7. too much. p. 70. þ. 25. 
ao ought. p. 87.1. 18. » Gas, 
£-93-4 21. r.19it ſelf. p.g4. LE. r. De- 
votion; p. 96. L 5. r.they advance. p. 97 
ky on on : p. 100. 4, 10. r, open'd 
to. 4. 20. r. Is it as much. L 26. x. the 


mean? p. 120.4 26, 7. reign ſo. p. 118. 
L 17. "Ate the, ” ITY 


THE 


SPIRIHE 


CHRISTIANITY. 


— { 


CHAP. I. 


In what confiſts the true Spzrit of 
Chriſtianity. 


; He Naa Chrifian, 

2) a Name ſancifed by 
- the Lives of the pu 
ſfles, who were the 
firſt Faithful,and con- 
| ſecrated by the bloud 

: =>v of ſo many Martyrs; 
{Name fy * GY that it filled the World 
heretofore with the fame of its glory, is at 
preſent but as a glunmering h light jult go- 
ing out, and as a faint ſhadow "7 what 1t 


was in its infancy. oy true, that there 


never 


2 The Spirit 

never was, perhaps, ſo much talk of Chei- | 

Kianity as in theſe latter Times; for every | 

lace now rings with the Duties of a Pro- 
r the firſt Ages, and purity of the Sparit | 

of the > na — : bur. Free all 
we may ſay ver ; there were n 
fo | the Chriſlans a now adays. The 
foofneſs, the exceſs, thecorruption of man- 
ners in theſe Times, have ſo dh 1 
our hearts the features' of this moſt fa : 
Charadter, that there fcarce remains the 
leaſt ſign of it. Fain would we enjoy the 
honor belonging to this Name, without 
knowing the price of it ; We attribute to 
our ſelves this glorious quality, without 
concern for what's to be done to deſerve it ; 
And wevyainly boaſt our ſelvesto be, with- 
our fo much as knowing by what ſpirit we 
ought to be Chriſtians. Thus we loſe 
the advantage 'of fo elevated a ignitys 
through the little care we take to learn its | 
obligations. "Tis then to be wiſht, that 
to remedy this evil, a Chriſtian be inftruR- 
ed in the nobleneſs of his Condinon, and + 
Holineſs of its Duties, by making him 
comprehend what the Spirit of Chriſtia- + 
-nity 28. Itis a Defign of ſuch importance, 
that I ſhould have been far enough from | 
wadertaking it of my ſelf, had -not God 


— 


- which are the two fundamental Myſteries 
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Although, one cannot be a Chriſtian 
but by Faith : yet one cannot live and a& 
likes Chriſtian but by Charity ; ſince the 
Spirit. of Chriſtiannuy conſiſts. only in 

ity. + To under this Truth, we 
need- only conſider the Motives of the 
Incarnation and Paſſion of Feſas Chrif, - 


of Chriſtian Religion. In cfle, as we 
are only Chriſtians by-the heavenly alle 
ance of the Son of God with our Nature, 
and by the ineſtimable price of his Bloud ; 
we'degenerate from that Spirit wherein 
we were, conceived, if we partake not in 
Ne Svcpls of hel Myles 
which was the principle o ſte- 
9B For the Saviour of the Warld be. 
came Man meetrly to fave Man. In his 
Incarnation he took . on himſelf our infir- 

nies, only to free us from them, He em- 
braced poyerty in his birth, only toenrich 
us ; He ſuffered death in his Paſſion, only 
to give uglife ; And what is more.to. be 
admired ,- Man was worthy of nathi 
byt_ his. bate, when God gave him 
Ganal teflicmoniesof bis love. - 

" B 2 Before 
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w 


Fi The Spirit 


Before this ineffable Myſtery, We had 
ſome Idea of the Greatneſs, Power, and 
Majeſty of God ; but we had, ſays S: Pax, 
no manner of knowledge of "th 
and Goodnefs. The exceſs of this love 
has appeared m the ſequel, ſo much above 
the witof Man, that all human reaſon, as 
Sakvian affures us, has not hitherto been 
well able to juſtifie the diſproportion of 
the price of the death of an innocent Son, 
which God gave, to redeem guilty Ser- 
vants. Tis true, that from the firſt ſtep 
the Son of God made, by his Incarnation, 
towards the Salvation of Mankind, the 
whole courſe of his life appears very op- 
poſite to ours. He would be born. in po- 
verty and diſtreſs, who might have been 
born in greatneſs and plenty ; to teach us, 


- that he ſeeks us, not our wealth and trea- 


ſure; and that he requires nothing of us, 
but our ſelves : He concerns himſelf with 


' nothing elſe. He is fo far from avoiding 


our ignominy, that he made himſelf like 
us, only to take it upon hint; and diveſts 
himſelf of his Greatneſs, to cloath himſelf 
with our meanneſs. | 

But to give us yet greater teſtimonies of 
His love, he transforms himſelf into all 
ſhapes that tenderneſs can inſpire, to-do | 
us good, Now heisa ſollicitous Shepherd, 


running 


comfort her, he converſs funilarly with 
her in ſo mean an outſide, To be ſhort, 
he becomes a Traveller with the Diſciples 
ng to Emaw, to free them from thar 
br and trouble ints which their diſtruſt 
had thrown them. 

The Gofpel-is full of a thouſand other 
teſtimonies of his bounty rowards us, 
When we flie from him, -he follows us ; 
He calls us, when. we forget him : He 
Ke Wa w when we will 'not 


we Wk” him, boconiplates 
B 3 kindly 
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'his death , -this God of goodneſs 
' of nothin; "but to leave him marks 


(ai eo ttc col” Aro ior tric oe ons, Ac... A(@£@&©_z. ia. 
4 . - yu . ; . | | : '- 


'tme that one of his DA 


kindly of us: And when we returntohim, 
:after :having offended him, he ſeems fo 
'Cenſible, that he takes more pleaſure to 
'make -his: own and that of his whole 
'ceeleſtial Court hi out at ria mey went 
-of one+finner, then at the fidelity and per 
conſe bs glory great number of Juſt; be 
'CauU appears \more 1n 
ng, than: puniſhing. St. /Fobx fo—_ 
forth nothing but threats and terrors to his 
mg bee he ſpeaks in the ſpirit of 
yi dee ys Gexecdina but what 
3s oy fe chirp mal uſe he ſpeaks accord- 
ing:to: his own Maximes, and in his own 


_*Spurit, which is that of the law of Grace. 


But never did the loye of God towards 
Man appear more, then at his Paſſion. For 
'that very night, wherein Man' conf] core 


mercy and tenderneſs : And at .the ſame 
bythe black- 
eft of 'Treaſons, betgayed him: to his Enes, 
mies to be put to death, -he gave-his molk 
facred Bgdy for tgod for ther Souls. He 
Gied at ht loaded with reproach and z 
miny., -after having been dregg nom 
Tribunal to. Tribunal, Forſaken by his 
ewn Diſciples, and abandoned by all the 
World. -He died a; publick and anfamons 
Death, 


of 'C briſftianity. Pi 
Death, 'nailed'to'a Croſs; amidſt the Blak - 


of thoſe that uit him tq death: 
he died with a filence, a ſweetneſs, A 


er ger ard z a Patience, a peace, and Aut, 
+ aftonithe his very: Ex 


reproacht him when he was dy1 
that he could ſave others, but not himſelt. 
Nor was this reproach without reaſon, be- 
cauſe ke thought no longer of himſelf, but 
only of men. And amidſt the horrors of 


for ho that put = ap to death, ſaying, 

ive 7 for they know net 
evhat they 1 He hed bis Bloud, he died 
for the _—_ of the Execitioners that 
crucified him. What exceſs of love ! How 


| 4ncom ble to ay, Thr th S.Chri- 
Joſt om had reaſon to ſay, 'That the greateſt 
teſtimony Chrift gave of his Dwinity, was 


the extending his -love-evea to all thoſe - 
who - killed him: For, nothing leſs then 
God could: love at a-rate, -ſa much above 

4he reach of Man. 
But though rhe Expreſſions of that love 
which the Son of God had-for Man, are 
obſervable mm -divers places of the 

Qld 


-— pm under the Figures of the 
Patth- 


þ _ 
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Patriarchs and Prophets : yet aretheyno- 
where more ſtrong and tender, then in the 
New Teſtament , where Chrift himſelf 
ſpeaks of it, as of one of the cfleatial 
Points of his Do&rine. So as the whole 
Morality of the Gofpel turns on this Prin- 
ple, That the true Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity is, to have- charity for on's Neigh- 
bour. Every thing conſpires to ſettle there 
this important Maxime, which is the fun- 
damental Point of our Religion. ' For, 
though the Evangelifts wrate nothing by 
2 and that the Goſpel ſeems to- 
have been publiſhe, rather upon occaſion, 

then by _— :; yet fince *risthe DoQrine 

of their Maſter they write, we find therein 
' fo great a conformity of Sentiments oh 
this Principle of Chriſtian Charity, that it 
ſufficiently appears by theif manner of 
declaring it, there is nothing more efſen- 
tial to Chriſtianity, then the love of our 
Neighbour. The whole law, ſays St. Mat- 
thew, « comprebended im this precept. *Ti 
the moſt important of all, ſays St. Mark. 
Jeſms Chris carries it to a higher pitch of 
perfeQion, in St. Luke ; where he obliges 
the faithful, repreſented by his Apoſtles, 
To love their enemies, to do good for evil, 
and to pray for -their calummiators. Laſt 
of all, St. John, who knew moſt of chis 


-. 


of Chriftianty, yg © 


Maſters ſecrets, and penetrated _l in» 
to his thoughts, places the effential mark 
of a Chriſtan, in the love of our Neigh- 
bour. By thi all men ſhall know, fays out 
Saviour by the mouth of rhis Apoſtle, :Bot 
30 are my diſciples, if you love one another. 
This i the'commandment of the law oft 
Grace,' whereunto is reduced all the per- 
fetionof the New Teſtament ; And the 
Saviour of the World -recommended no- 
thing ſo carneſtly to his Diſciples, in the 
laſt moments of his life, as Concord and 
Union : Becauſe this Union was to be the 
foundation of the Religion he eſtabliſhr. - 
+ The Evangelifts do not only ſpeak all 
according to this Principle ; but ris a 
rent the ſame Spirit makes them ſpeak. 
| They treat their friends and enemies both 
alike in their Hiſtory. A God murthered 
by men, and an innocent man oppreſſed 
by calfnny, might have afforded their 
zeal ſome reaſon for exaggeration: yet they 
allow themſelves nothing, which has any 
ſhew of emotion or violence. They relate 
the treaſon 'of Fudas, the cruelty of the 
Executioners, the injuſtice and violence of 
rhe Magiſtrates, without any touch of bit- 
refneſs againſt their perſons, They ſpeak 
m a way, apt to make one believe, they 
had no concern'in what they ſay, A "ww 
© 


: Lad! AfD. 2... AM WY 0 4 £31 5 os, *-* 
> | A ; 2 % Fe K * - 
x i #46 - - ad i v 
FI | fo} | 
= 
4 


ſo unintereſted is nada: and 
whereof the common ſort of men are un- | 


capable. *T'is. only Chriſtianity, that 1s 
to ſay,a Diſcipline Yoal cceleſtial, which 
<an inſpire ſo much tion. 3 

Weke the fr ul this Sp1 tin the 
its, of the. Apoſtles, which. is the 
of the eſtabliſhment of Chr; . For, 
as the Hiſtorian relates, the Chriſtians did 
thea live inſucha Union, as if they badall 
one andthe fame heart, and one and the 
ſame ſoul. 'Thepr of wm y-may 
ordinarily cauſes of ane Anſon 
was no obſtacle to this Union ; jo < ther 
Goods were in common : They brou hr, 
and laid at the feet of the Apoltles, their 
”— Rents, Bonds, CuntraQts, Jew- 

andall the Wealth which each one poſe 

This dilcogagement? from all things, 

ned them more firmly together : They! 

had but one ſpirit, becauſe they wad, but 
one intereſt. 

The firſt flames of this love broke out. 
at-the death of St. Stephen, who had the, 
glory to. lay hys hfe firſt down for Feſas, 
Chriſt: Stones flew about him from alk 
parts ; The Plains eccho'd with the cries, 
of thoſe that en 'd oneanctherto kill 
this holy Leyite. ; His face was barter'd 

© with blows, hu ribs broken, his breaſt 


Hiſtory, the A 
Spint, to'rn through the whole 
to preath and teach the Goſpel to all 
Nations : And that neither themoſt ſcorch- 


"nor the Deſarts 


Tempeſts, nor Rocks, nor Treafons, nor 
Calumnies, . nor contradiction of People, * 
nor oppolition of Laws, nor Magiſtrates, 

nor 
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nor Governors of Provinces, nor all-the 
Power of the World, nor Chains, nor Pri- 
ſons, nor Gibbets, nor even the moſt cruel 
Deaths, were able to withſtand their zeal, 
nor ſhake the conſtancy of their hearts, 
Dangers encourage them, difficulties ante 
mate them, _ their own weakneſles 
ſtrengthen them: Becauſe the charity by 
which they are poſleſt, renders their own 
lives inconliderable, when the ſalyarion of 
their Neighbour is in queſtjon. 'Thetruth | 
is, they «1d miracles, which ſtruck people 
with admiration. 'They commanded 
Winds, * and Tempeſts , Seaſons obeyed 
them, . and even Nature her ſelf in ſome 
fort became their Slave : But after all, the 
greateſt of their Miracles,” was their Cha» 
rity. *T'was alſo this Charity, which made 
them with pleaſure ſacrifice their honor 
and life, to carry the light of the Goſpel to 
the moſt remote Nations of the Earth, and 
draw them out of the profound blindneſs, 
wherein -they were. This holy DoGrine 
flew through the World, whilſt thoſe rhat 
preacht it, were themſelves in Chains and . 
Priſons : And nothing perſwaded fo power- 
fully the embracing of the Goſpel, as the * 
Charity of thoſe that publiſht it. Thin 
in themſelves incredible were baleved 
though declared by ſuch as were Frpony | 
| Y 


of Chriftianity. 13 
by the whole World ; becauſe they that told. 
them, did firſt praCtiſe themſelves what. 
they taught others ; Nor, was'it_nece 
they ſhould” Preach at all, ſays St. Chryſo- 
tom, becauſe their life was a continual 
Sermon. *Tis true, that the Infidels were. 
ſcandalized at their Perſecutions , theis. 
Fetters, their Impriſonments, and -their, 
Sufferings : But the. very Union,in which 
they lived, was ſo powerful, that they,who- 
moſt reviled their Sufferings, ſubmuted 
to the Goſpel. | 
St. Paul likewiſe inflamed with - the 
ſame zeal, could not behold the reproba- 
tion of theJews,a People heretofore ſo che- 
riſht by God, without offering up himſelf 
in quality of a Victim, and wiſhing him- 
ſelt anathematized for his Brethren. He, 
who had fo light proteſted, that neither 
Heaven, nor. all nor any thing created, 
ſhould be able to ſeparate him from, Feſws 
Chrift ; now begs to _ be ſeparated from 
him , for the ſalvation 3 his People. 
Sr. Febn , that beloved Diſciple of our 
Lord, had nothing ſo deeply engraven in 
his heart, as this Eo for his Neighbour. 
This was the ooly practice of yertucihe- 
preacht to his Diſciples, as an abridgment 
of the whole Law of Grace, as St. Ferome 
aflures us. Love one Is lays he, my 
ear 


14 The Spirit 
dear ebildren, "tw the only thing I have to 
tell you, becauſe *tis the only thing needful 
#6 be done. He. of all others ſpeaks moſt 
clearly- of this: DoQtrine, becauſe he bad 
the advantage of others, to ſound: the Sen- 
timents of his Maſter, by reaſon of the 
conhdence- Feſt Chriſt was to ho. 
nor him with above his other Apoſtles. 

roughoutthe whole of Eccle- 
fiaſtical Hiſtory. there are found ſuch cm 
nent- tracts of this Spirit, that it ſeems as if 
the Chriſtians endeavoured only by Cha- 
Ty todiſtinguiſhthemſelves from Pagans. 
In their lives there appeared: ſuch viſible | 
marks of that new fire, which Chrift came 
to bring into the World; that Chriſtians 
were: known by- ther Union : And' this 
fire , wherewith- their hearts were- full, 
flam'd with ſuch a light, thas it- could not _ 
be darkned with Calamny,; nor extinguiſher 
zy . Perſecution. It was likewiſe that voice 
of Love and Charity, which in-preacking 
of' the Goſpel, was--underſtood by the 
fierceſt- and (moſt barbarous Nations, and 
afterwards did chiefly contribute to the 
eſtabliſhment - of Fanh. The Heathens 
faid; ſpeaking of the Fanhful; They- are 
_ obliging, charitable, always doing good; 
therefore they are- Chriſtians-: for their 
Relicf, their Morality, andther Goſpel, is 
19 
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of Chriſtianity. 1s 

to love their Neighbour, apd do geod 
to every one. | believed this new 
Religion true, becauſe it commanded one 
Man to love andther, which the moſt 
reaſonable and juſt Command of all others. 

became Chriſtians , perceiving in 
how perfeftan Union the Chriſhans kved. 
Their meekneſs, goodneſs, affability, mo- 
deration, and inclination'to —_ every 
one, more powerfully moved Hea- 
thens toembrace the Dore which pro- 
fefſed ſo well-doing a Vertue, then all they 
did. And the Faith advanced the faſter, 
by the inion e had conceived 
of his rout who ce v7 of ſo pure 
a Law : ing to the Prayer bimſclf 


had. made to his Father, ſpeaking of the 
Faithful ; to the end, ſays plve, you... 
anited in ns, and thet the toucht 
with this Union, may belbeve that it #s you, 

RES has ſent me. The Union 
= Out riſhans t to live, 1s the 
chief Reaſon Chriſt uſesco authorize his 
Miſhon, and excite peoples Faith. 

In effeft, this Union was fo great in the 
firſt Ages, that St. Clenvent, a Diſciple of 
the Apoſtles, relates in one of his Epiſtles, 
that be had known divers Chriſtians in 
his time, who themſelves became Slaves, to- 


free their. Brethren out of Slavery ; and: 
C 2 that 
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that he had ſeen others, who in a painful 
and laborious life, fed withrhe labours of 
their Hands thoſe that were in neceflity. 
St. Juſtin, in the Apology he made for 
Religion, before the Emperors, to give 
thoſe Princes a great Idea of Chriſtia- 
nity, mixes throughout his Diſcourſe, the 
holy Ordinances which '7eſws Chrift gave 
the Chriſtians, to be charitable and well- 
doing ; like their heavenly Father , who 
pours forth his Graces on the good and the 
bad. Tertullian, in the Defence he made 
of our Religvon 1n the Reign of the Em- 
peror Severw, ſets forth moſt admirably 
well, the great Love and Union among 
Chriſtians,whereby they gain'd the eſteem 
of the People; | 

*Tis true, that in theReign of the Em- 
peror Veſpatian, the Chriſtians did fo often 
and liberally affifſt the impriſon*'d Martyrs 
with their temporal Goods, that notorious 
Thieves counterfeited themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, and caſt themſelves into Priſon, that 
ſv they might partake of their ſuccour, A 
while after the Diſorders were ſo great in 
Africa, that a Biſhop of Carthage to re- 
medy them, was neceflirated to forbid the 
Chriſtians to give theſe Alms, becauſe the 
Heathens themſelves did privately ſcoff at 
the Abuſes they committed therein. 

Bur | 
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But in proceſs: of time, theſe Succours. 
becoming more needful, through the great: 
number of Martyrs, which increaſed with. 
the Perſecution, the Alms were ſo regula. 
ted by St. Cyprian, that he took away the 
abuſe, withour dittiiniſhing the abundance. 
Fhe ſame. Cyprian did by his Diſcourſes, 
ſo inflame the Charity of the Carthetinic. 
ans, that he yn a vaſt ſutn of Money, 
and therewith redeemed a great nutyber of- 
Chriſtian Captives, whotn the Barbarians. 
had carried into Slavery, when they entred; 
the Confines of Ni  F 

The Charity of the Chriſtians was. 
more. conſpicuous get the Emperot 
Gallienw,. im the hear'of that Ciyil War, 
which had aloft ruin'd the Cityi of Alev-- 
andria: as -— wag Biſhop of Ceſares re 
tates in his Hiſtory. "The reciprocalaffiſt.. 
ance that Chriſtians gave cach other, was. 
the more remarkable, becauſe the Ciry- 
was divided by two FaRtions, extreatnly. 
animated againſt each other. But this ſpi-. 
rit of Union was yer-more eminent, in that: 
diſmal Plague which followed the War,, 


and deſtroycd that City, before moſt flou-. 
riſhing : They faw there, fays. Buſebine,, 
the Chriſtians continually about the Dy- 
wg, and courageouſly expoling themſelves, 
2a death, in exhorting them to offer up. 
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aheir lives, inthe ſubmiſſion of their heart » ? 
And after having received their laſt ſighs * 
with pleaſure, they ſaw them waſh, kiſs, 
and bury their Bodies ; Whilſt among the #| 
Pagans, Neighbour became jealous of ' } 
Neighbour, Friend diſtruſted Friend g they © 
that were neareſt related forſook. each o- 
ther in extremity. The Father left the 
Son, and the tendereft Mothers.cauſed the 
dead Bodies of. their own. Children. to be 
caſt out of the Windows. ln truth, the 
Chriſtians, -that-died in the Duties of ſuch 
fervent Charity, drew ſo. great veneration 
{rom all people, that the Church of Alex- 
«naria regiltred them. among» the numy 
ber of Martyrs, whereof ſhe keeps a pub» 
lick Feſtival-the laſt of February.: And 
- og mentions. thy Feaſt in his His 
ory... 
Afterall, there is. nothing gives ſo lively 
a; charater of the Charity which then 
flouriſhed, among Chriſtians, as what hapy 
pen'd 1o.St. Pacowius,, He being yet a } 
Heathen,. and, baving Liſted himſelf into 
the Froups of the Emperor Licinivs, after 
along and .troubleſom Journey, arrived at 
laſt at Thebes. When all the Army. came 
thither,;the Chriſtians of that Ciry brought 
them, with great Joy and. forwardnefs, all 
tpxr. of, Refreſhmeats.. Thys, mage birg 
enquire. 
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erquire who thoſe charitable People were, 
that came thus throngimg - to relieve ever 
one ? They an{wer'd him, they were Chrt» 
ſtians, who profeſſed *rwas their duty tos 
db good to all the World. AMetapbraſtus 
teſtifies, that Pacomius was ſo toucht with 
this ſpirit of well-doing, that he ardently 
courted to be one of thoſe ſo holy men, 
and heobtain'd higdefire : for ſhortly aftes 
this: accident he obtain'd the Grace of 
God to become a Chriſtian. © Evagrias 
makes an admirable deſcription of that 
Union wherein the Chriſtians lived. as 
Thebes, where the Faith was-ſtill in its pris 
mitive fervour. 2. 

Euſebius tells-us, in the Life of Conſtan+ 
tine, that the humility of Chriſtianity had 
in ſuch manner annihilated in the ſoul of 
this Prince that pride, which Sovereignty 
inſpires,that when-he became Maſter of tha 
Empire, he no longer lookt on his Subjefts 
as his Slaves, as the other: Emperors had 
done, bur he regarded them as his Brathers, 
. and Fellow-ſervants of the ſame. Maſter, 
and ſame God that he adored : And he 
made no other-uſe of his Imperial Purple, 
then to-ortifie bis Authoury, .that he might 
make hely; Ordinances.for the eaſe.of his 
People, and fatisfie his great inclination ta- 
do-good .to.ſuch as God had put under his 
Yawer.. The- 
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'The Forces of the Emperor Theodoſous* * 
being arrived at Amtioeb, to puniſh thoſe - 
that had thrown down his Statues, the- | 
Hermits of the neighbouring Mountains: 
and Deſarts round about, appear'd all at * 
once iffuing out of their ſolitary Dwellings 
and Caves, to implore cletnency of the |} 
Emperours Officers, for ſuch as had offend- 
ed. Onur Prince (cried out theſe holy Her | 
mits) & 4 Chriſtian, be will bave compaſ- 
ſoon when be ſhall know our Complaints : 
and we og bt mot to ſuffer you to embrue 
your Hed, in the bloud of our Brethren, 
Theſe holy Men, being repulſed by the 
Soldiers, addreſſed real Faiap to the Offis 
cers, and obtain'd a delay of the puniſh- 
ment. They immediately put to Sea, and. 
being arrived at Conſtantinople, caſt them- 
ſelves at the Emperours feet, and offered 
their own Heads to ſave thoſe that were 
guilty. The whole Court admired the zeal 
of ſo fervent a Charity : And St. Chryſ6- 
ftom aſſures us, that the Emperour having 
pardon'd their Offence, gain'd more ho- 
nor by this at of his clemency, then be 
ever did by the luſtre of his Diadem. This 
eat Saint could-r.ot ceaſe from praiſing 
e Law of Feſus Chriſt, which had been 
fo powerful to ſuppreſs the rage of fo 
aughty a Prince, and.to inſpire Lim = 
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fuch a mild temper, asfew, even private, 
perſons are capable of. ' 

Tis by the fervour of this Spirit too; 
that ſo many illuſtrious Ladies, who in the 
firſt Ages were the greateſt Ornaments of 
Chriſtianity, the Pawla's, the Marcelle*s, 
the Albins's, the Melania*s, the Flaccilla's, 
the Pauling's, did more honor to Religion, 
then by the nobleneſs of their Bloud and 
Birth, or the ſplendour of their Fortune. 
The ſtream of Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory is 
fIPd with Examples exprefling this Chara- 
Qer, which then was found in Emperours 
and private perſons, m great andin little, 
in Men and Women; Ke in effect, this 
was the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, which 
in following Ages was found more or leſs 
ferveat, according as Religion flouriſhed 
more or leſs. 'Frue it is, that this Charity 
never ſhew*d its ſelf in its full purity, bue 
at its birth : and is brightneſs appear'd 
ſo much the greater at the beginning, as 
the Grace that encourag'd it was more 
ſtrong and moreabundant : But although 
ir ſeem, that Chriſtianity is become more 
weak and faint, as it runs on farther 
from its Source, through the courſe of fo 
many Apes; yet from time to- time ſome 
ſparks have ſhew'd themſelves of this di- 
vineficeof Charity, which is the ſoul of is 
: la. 
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In'theſe latter Times, as well as in the 
firſt Ages, Paulin's have'been ſeen ſelling * 
their own Liberties, to deliver their Bre« | 
thren from Servitude. 'There has been * 
found more then once a Fobn Calabite, 
and a Jpbn Almoner, who have diveſted 
themſelves of allthings, to give all ro the _ 
Poor. be — a b MEG, that Ek 
phegns Archbi of Canterbury, who 
liv'd in the beginning of the eleventh 
Age, being taken Priſoner by the Enemy, 
choſe rather to die, then conſent his Flock 
ſhould be overcharg'd for the ranſom of 
his life. I ſay nothing of St, Bernardin of 
Stiena,nor of St. Charles, who fo Chriſtian- 
like expoſed their lives, to aſliſt at their 
death thoſe infefted' with rhe Plague. I 
do not mention St. Francis Xeverins, who 
left his Country, Houſe and Hopes, to run 
to the utmoſt parts of the World after 
Salvages and Barbarians, to inſtru&t them 

n Wy 2 Feſus Chriſt. 

And amidſt the deplorable remiſneſs of 
the Manners of this Age, how many great 
Intereſts, great Honors, great Reputations, 
great Hopes, have we fecn ſacrificed in the 
generous exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity ? 
How many Perſons of Quality, how many 
eminent Wits, with ſublime Talents, how 
many tender and delicate Ladies , have 

ſubmit- 


fubmitted themſelves moſt willingly to the 
ng a laborious- and obſcure life, to 
their Neighbours ? We haveſcen 


—_— A As wb: road 

corruption Age, A 

croſs rhe Seas, to go and >a 

and bring fhem into the right 
To conclude, this i pcs we the be pats, 

which God hae reviv 

theſe latter Times, and this ſo / actor wind 

for the ſalvation of Souls, is ſo apparently 

the, true it of Chritanity: and the 

eſſential n- between the Childreg 


—_— —_— others which: are nor 


of it ; 'That th it be above an Age 
+ fince ome of our ;ghbours, who have 
unhappily left the Fauh,. run intoall parts 


of the: Jad, there to plant Traffick-and' 


Commerce, which flourſh amongſt them: 
there has not yet appear'd any one 

-of their Commumon, that has bad 
the virtue and courage to pgrve his life to 


_—_ one Salvage, * Convert one 
L So true it is, that the difintereſled- 
neſs and purity. of Chriſtian Charity, can- 

not be ſo ym as counterfeited by Here- 
ticks ; who impudently boaſt themſelves 
to inherit the Faith of the Apoſtles: when 
in reality they have not any mark of their 
Zeal, or ſign of their Spirit ; ſince they can 


behold 
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behold without any concern, the People - 
with whom they Traffick continually, in | 
a profound ignorance of things neceſſary  * 
to their ſalyation, For what means the in» 
differency of theſe falſe Paſtors, who,with- 
out the leaſt compaſſion, ſee the Flock of 
Teſus Chriſt ſcattered and ſtraying ? What. 
means this ſo cold tranquility, but what our 
Lord himſelf ſaid, That the true Paſtor, 
(whereof himſelf was the Model)is always 
ready to give his life for his Flock ; 'and_ 
that the mercenary Paſtor ' concerns not 
himſelf for the Flock of Feſus Chrift, be- 
cauſe he is -an Hireling ? Its in Charity - 
then alone conſiſts the true Spirit of Chri- 
ſtianity we ſeek after. She 1s that precious 
Jewel of the Goſpel, which muſt be pur: - 
chaſed at any rate, to become the truly rich 
of the new Law. Let us then renounce 
our Intereſts and Pleaſures, if they are ob- 
ſtacles to our poſſeſiing it, But tv animate. 
our ſfeives ſtill more to acquire it, let us 
look into its value, by Gans 7 cx The its na- 
ture and qualitres, Irs that muſt be exa- 
mined 1n the following Chapter. 


CHAP, 
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j' of the nature and qualities of thi 


'Chartty, in which conſiſts the 
Spirit of Chriftianity ; and the _ 
Idea of a Chriſtian. | 


| IS natural for Man to love Man ; 
But ris a great vertue to-love him 
for his vertues ſake: for love thatis found- 
& on honefty, wiſdom, good inctinarion, 
fidelity, or any other real merit, is a vet- + 
tae, and *tis laudable to love theſe quali- 
ries, Which are themſelves worthy of 
pe Bur after all, thus to love, is to love 
ut like'a Heathen : for the Pagans love 
thoſe "that love them, and ſuch as have 
wer worthy their love. What us i 
to love like a Chriſtian ? *Tis to love 
without hearkening ro Nature, which 
wills that we love our like; *Tis to love, 
even without conſulting oor Reaſon, 
which requires that we love what is wor- 
thy to be beloved. Nature and Reaſon 
do not comprehend this Secret : The 
Goſpel muſt ſpeak, and *tis Feſws Chriſt 
himſelf muſt reach ir. To love like a 
Chriſtian, is to love that which hasnothin 
amiable; *T'is to have' a kindneſs a 
renderneſs for thoſe that have all unkind- 
D nels 
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neſs and rigour for us : In fine, to love * 
like a Chriſhan, is to-defire the godd of 
thoſe that wiſh us nathiog bur-1ll. WE. 

This Vertue-was unkgoawn to: the Mo- 
rals.of Sacrates. and Maſes, to Philoſophy 
and theold Law. The Precept to love our 
Enemies, is of the new Law ; And this fo 
holy: Maxim could not; come: but our of 
the School of..God, ſo-much *cis: raiſed a- 
bove Man. *Tis indeed Feſus Chrift-is the 
Author of it, and himſelf, in Perſon that” : 
inſtructs us : But I ſay to-you, love your © 
Enemies, do good to them. that hate you, 
and pray. for. them that calunmiate, and 
perſecute you. "Theſe are the words of 'the 
Saviour of the World : Behold our-Belief; 
our Goſpel, our- Morality, and the true 
CharaQter-of our. Religion. The. other 
marks of a: Chriſtian, as Devotion, Pe- 
nance, Hope in God, Humility, and even 
Martyrdom it ſelf , may be--equiyocal 
marks: *Tis only the love of our Enemies 
* that 18-not : ?T'is hereby alone that a Chri- 
ſtian can diſtinguiſh himſelf ; and-to em» 
© brace the Faith, is to embrace the obliga- 
tion to-love the Perſecutor, in loying the 
Perſecution. 

But how can- a man love; that which 
merits his hate, when -he has ſcacre: 
to loye that which deſerves to be mT ? 

| c 
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Whatviolence muſt nothe wiſe to himfolF 
| nv* wr er He needs not 
uſe any; the inftant thar he ſin- 
cerely becomes u Chriſtian, ' he loves his 
Enemies as really as his Friends ; Andthe 
fame Mictive thut makes a \Chriſtun love 
God, the ſame atſo makes him love his 
Neighbour as a Child of God; for he ſees 
reflecton him abeamof the famelight, that 
- makes himſelf know God. Although his 
Brother be his Enetny ; fromthe time that 
he regards him as a Member 'of Fefws 
Chriſt, ſprinkled with his Bloud, fed with 
his Fleſh; enliven'd «with his Spirit, de- 
ſtin'd to; his Glory ; that he profefſes the- 
ſame Law and Religion -as he do's; that 
they have both rhe BO the ſame: 
Protenſions, the ' ſame Sacfaments; and 
when he conſiders Feſus Chrif m tis. 
Neighbour, as the motive of his Charity, 
he loves him : And Fleſh, Bloud, Nature, 
Reaſon, Intereſt, and Paſſion, areroo weak. 
Conſiderations to diſunite Hearts tied 'to- 
[pe y ſo holy an- Union ;-that isto fay, 


all chat is ſupernatural :and divine 1h 
Chriſtianity. So, -s motive of the love'of- 
our Nerghbour "being the ſame with 'the 
motive of our love of God, - as St. Lev: 
reacheth ; both the one and the other be- 
10g grounded on the fame principle, and: 
D: 2. tending? 


» Tein 


tending to the ſame end ; a Chriſtian can- 
not be failing in the one, without failing 
in the other ; fince the ſame ray of Faith . 
which enlightens his ſpirit to know God, 
ought to enflame his heart to. love. hs 
Neighbour. For with what ſincerity. can 
he boaſt he loyes God whom he do's not 
" ſee, andnot lovehis Neighbour whom he 
ſces, and who repreſents to him that ſame 
God he boaſts that he loves, as the Apo» 
tle ſays ? Behold what's the nature of 
Chriſtian Charity, that in effe& cannot 
love her Neighbour , but with the ſame 
Jove wherewith ſhe loves God : which 
made St. Fohn ſay, That he who has cha» 
rity # in God, and God in him: Let us 
then examine the qualiriesof this Charity. 
The Fuſt quality of this Vertue i, that 
*us Univerſal, and cannot ſuffer to be 
bounded in the extent of us loye: for it 
Joves the little and the great , the poor 
and the rich, the wretched and the happy, 
the peeviſh andthe complaiſant, the tran» 
ger and the domeſtick, bim that meritsto 
be beloved, and him that deſerves nor 
Wherein *tis in ſome. ſort hike God, uibo 
ſhares bu gifts to the worthy and unmwor- © 
thy, and pours 5, hey bas bigbe on the juſt 
aud wnju e, this Vertue embraces 


equally the whole Warld: *T's an —_ 


GENS. 


ment, Intereſt, Party, Cabal, of Pa | 
Cephas, which divide at preſent. ſo- many 
petty ſpirits in the World. For, accordi 


t. Auguſtin, To love all men, and &- 
prerend to except but one, with whom he 


13 not entirely ſatished, and nat able to- 


bear with for ſome particular reaſons ; is- 


not to love like a Chriſtan. A Chriſhan: 


has an univerſal love, becauſe the motive- 
of it is general : the change of Times, 
Places, and - Circumſtances, can make no- 
alteration in his love ; he loves in fick-- 
neſs and health, in adverſity and proſpe-- 
rity, in affliction and joy,-in bunuliation- 
and greatneſs, in dejection -and advance-- 
ment, in poverty and plenty, to be ſhort, . 


he loves in life and in death ;. becauſe he 


is that ſincere. Friend of whom the. Scri-- 


pture ſpeaks, who loves at all times. He 


fixes his heart on the Perſons without re-- 
garding the Circumſtances, unleſs it: bs to » 


ove after a more difinterefled manner, and 


when neceſſity more requires it. Behold: 


the firſt quality of Chriſtan Charity. 


The Second is Sincerity :, Let #s-love,. 


fays St, Jahn, but It us teftifie our love by 
eſfets, and not by words : "The CharaRter- 
of humane Love conſiſts only. in Comple- 


D 3; ments, 
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fl ſpirit, that knows none of thoſe carnal 
and Heatheaiſh diſtin&tions, of Engage-- 


\ : 
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ments, Ciyilities, tender of Services, We 
Fations of Amity , firain'd Complacen- 
ges, falſe Friendſhips, vain Words, deceit> 
ful Promiſes, and in all other Diſſimulati- | 
ons,which ate commouoly pratiſed-by thoſe 
qþar fead a worldly Life. But Chriſtian 
Charity never counterfeirs : ſhe ſpeaks no- 
thing but what ſhe thinks: ſhe thinks no- 
thing but whar The feels, The feels nothin 
Þut what ſhe would execute: her w 
never belic her ations, and her aftions ares 
always conformable to her Sentiments; for - 
the is. eſſentially fincere, and has no athes 
way to explainher ſelf, but by her deeds... 

The Third. quality of this Vertue, is 
Purity of ſpirit, and a perfeQ dilintereſſed> 
neſs : forrrue Charity reſpets God alone, 
and ſtudies purely to teal: him : ſo as ſhe 
never aCts upon thoſe mean.and worldly 
Conſiderations of Intereſt and Vanity, 
which ftt men awork :. for Men do.ſeld 
povd'ro one another, but out of hapes 
fhtereft. *Tis on theſe Maxiows they would 
bave atl'rhe World know when. they d6. 
their Friend any fervice ; they are only of- ' 
fcious ta gain repute ;. and oblige only to, 
publiffÞit : If they are ſilent, *tis for ſome 
private reafog that they ſee it bt. to. hold 
rhemtrongue. Chriſtian Charity has acon- 
wary way of proceeding to this worldly 
Charity> 
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ow 16] ſhe has no- other deſign or pro-- 
tenſion, becauſe her motive 1s-pure, AH 
her ſtudy indoing; good, 1s howto conceal 
ber doing it: If dhe gives Alms,. the hides 
them in-the Laps of the Poor, as the Scry 
pture ſays ; ſhe draws «- Vcil over all her 
- good Deeds, that they may not be known, 

and ſhe would hide them even from her 
awn ſelf, were it poſſible, toentruſt them 
only to her modeſty and filence. The plea- 
fire ſhe takes: in. doing good-is to-her'n 
greater recompence, then all the yours 
of Men. As ſhe do's nothing but for God, 
fo ſhe would have no other witneſs of her 
actions. He is the ſole motive of the good 
works ſhe do's ; and it ſuffices he knows 
the, to be humelt their recompence. 

The other qualities of Charity St, Paw/ 
explicates m the admirable Elogy he made 
of this Vertue to the Corinthians : Cha- 
zity (ſays this Apoſtle). & patient, a be- 
nign. Charity envies not, deals not 
wverſly, us, not puffed up, it-not ambitions, 
ſeeks not her. own, is not proweked toangen, 
thinks wat evil, rejoyces not upon iniquity, 
but rejoyces with the truth, ſuffers all 
things, belieues all things, hopes all things, 
hears all things :. Theſe qualities become 
yer more luftrous in the lite of a Chriſtians 
which is. a continual praftiſe and exerciſe 
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ofthis Vertue. "Tis pood to make hereof 


fome Idea, enly to ſhew what'it i in re- 


ſpe roour Neighbours : The lineaments + 


| of fo admirable a pifture, which length of 


' time has almoſt decay*d,cannot be well tra- | 
ced over again, without gathering thence 


fome profit. 


A Chriſtian 1s altogether an interi-- 
our Man, who has nothing: of the cor-. 
ruptible Man in us, but the outward: 


ſhape : but there appears ſo much of mo-- . 
| deration and wiſdom even in his exreriour, _ 


and Gods Grace has ſo. powerfully de- 


ſtroy'd his natural inclinations, ro fanCtife- 


all his interiour, that he is a pattern to o-. 
ther men, becauſe he is more reaſonable, . 


and better govern'd then other 'men. 


His chief charater is the ſpirit of - Equi-- 


ty: And of all Vertues, Juſtice is that: 


which. he moſt accuftoms. himſelf to,. 
becauſe ſhe always ſerves. him ro hold the- 


ballance even betwixt himſelf and his © 


Neighbour. His bufireſs is not to: raiſe: 


his fortune, but his perfeCtion, and ro help ' 
others to make themſelves perfet: And: 


his ordinary employment is to inftru&;. 
help, prote&t, and ſerve his Brethren : bur. 
he do's it with ſo much love , fo much. 


zeal, and ſo much difintereſſedneſs ; that: 
there is no man loves himſelf fo well, as a: 
Chriſtian, ' 
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Chriſtian loves his Neighbour. His Nei 
bours intereſt is more dear to him then 
his own : and he is lefs concern'd for his 
own honour then his Brethrens ; for he 
counts their adyantages among his own, 
he draws his ſatisfaction from their plea- 
ſures: And by an unparalelld compla- 
cency he transforms himſelf into their hu- 
mour, and aſſumes ſometimes even their 
ſpirit. He is thatuniverſal Man, who, as 
St. Paul, 1s every thing to every one: 
He is the comfort of the afflicted, the ſup- 
port of the feeble, the ſuccour of the needy, 
+ the refuge of the perſecuted, and the coun- 
ſel of all thoſe that want it. In fine, 
there is no weakneſs that he do's not com- 
prom and no miſery at which his 

wels are not moved. He is fo far from 
deſiring what he has not, like-the genera- 
lity of men, that hes always ready to give 
what he has. If modeſty appears in his 
Dreſs, frugality at his Table, fimplicity in 
his Houſhold-ſtuff, and good Husbandry 
throughout ; *tis but, by his contempr of 
luxury, to fave wherewithal he may pro- 
vide forthe neceſlity of the Poor, to whom 
he gives his helping hand in all their 
wants, His Eſtate 1s the Poor's, becauſe 
their poverty 1 his, 

The ſole luſtre of Charity ſhines in eve 
ry= 
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ry thing he do's, without/ any tmixture' of * 
the- leaſt ſmoke of vanity. His medeſty 
throws out all Sentiments of his own glory, + 
and he knows no other but that-of 43 
ficence,and obliging all the world: So:that 
he do's not heap up Wealth'to enrichhums+. - 
ſelf, but therewith to do; good. ta: others : | 
"Tis not to be knowing he ſtudies,. but to: ? 
ſerve thoſe that are not : He has Riches © 
only for the Poor, and: Learning for the 
I2norant. Nor is it; for -himſelf,thar he 1s 
powerful, wiſe, underſtanding, -and ready 
at Buſineſs, bur only that by theſe quali- 
ties he may be more heneficial ro this 
Neighbour : And he has no ſagacity, but 
the better to diſcern the ſpirn of others, - 
and to look on them on the more favouras 
ble fade. Though amongit the:proud he 
has the fimplicny of the -Dove,, yet n+ 
mongſt the wicked and umpious, according 
ro the counſel of the Goſpel, he has the 
prudence of the Serpent. He knows how 
ro make advantage of their defets, and 
the depravedneſs of the - moſt corrupted 
ſpirits ſerve him for inſtruQions ; for by - 
their weakneſs he regulates his power. 
When he is rais*d in Dignity, and his 
Deſerts have plaC'd him above his Bre- 
thren, to govern them; Then is he like 
the good Paſtor of the Goſpel, who-felr 


more 
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more grief for the ſtraying; of one of his 


gs 'of a whole 
4 Flock, He!always looks on a-finner with 


a Father-like eye, he bewails: hin in his 
diſorders, he him with patience, and 


treats him with: mildneſs, not oppreſing 
hin with the weighr of his Auchority, that 
1 already overwhelm'd with the preflure 
of his- Crime:: He 1s tender-hearted and 
$ compaſhonate even. when his Duty obli- 
ges:him ta/be harſhand ſevere. Hm ſeve- 
rities are far more amiable then the careſles 
of others; for when he puniſhes, he do's 


4}: not heed ſo much the puniſhment of the 


Offence; as the correction of the Offender. 
So. that in; his height in reſpe&>'of other 
Men, ke is4ike:the Candlein the Goſpel, 
whichenlightens the whole-Houſe. H: 
carriage-is the model of Chriſtian com- 
portment, and his life a publick inftruQtion 
for all vertuous People. ' 
He: firſt impoſes on himſelf rhe-whole 
weight-of thar yoke which he is oblig'd to 
impoſe -on others ; and as zeal in/ words 
becomes fruitleſs, if not ſupported by that 
of ations, himſelf practices by an exem- 
y life, whathe would' perſwade others. 
| ver outrage is done him, cannot 
1 make him hate the doer. He underſtands 
4 notreturnng injury for injury, nor w_— 
4 wnat 
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what anger 1s ; and he is fo-much maſter 
of his reſentments, when any injuſtice'is - 
done him, that he finds it far leſs:difficult-: 
to forget, then to remember the offence. 
Burt nothing ſhews ſo much his dominion\ 
over his own heart, as the quiet he enjoys 
in the general agitation and heat which" 
ether men diſcover in their Aﬀairs. His 
mildneſs, his patience, his innocence, and” 
bis ſincerity, are then all the crafts and po-" 
liticks he uſes. His conſcience 1s not only 
clear in reſpe&t of the intereſts he has to 
determine with others : but his heart clean 
ia the judgment he makes of them; for he' 
judges every thing without prejudice : 
All appears innocent to him, becauſe all he! 
's 15 Without deceit. In fine, his chief 


care is to preſerve an __ of mind, a-" 
0 


midſt the inequalities of the Aﬀairs of thef- 
World: which concern him nofarther,then' 
the connexion they have with the glory” 

of God, or ſalvation of his Neighbour. 
Behold what it is to be a Chriſtian: and: 
not to counterfeit unſeafonably the zealot? 
about the carriage 'of others; to be very 
 ſolicitous for their perfe&ion, and careleſs: 
for ones own ; to trouble ones head for” 
them, and never think of ones ſelf ; toralk 
of nothing but the- primitive. Fanhful, 
Cite nothing but the ancient Canons, and 
| deplore 
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deplore the remiſveſs of the Church : Nor 
is 1t in the refinements of Diſcipline and _ 
Reformation which ſound ſo ng every 
where, or in thoſe intrignes of = | 
Devouon, in which Vertue 
of this Age, that Ne SE of Crt 1an1 
s' confifts. Thi true Chriſtian's a'Man fim- 
( ple, retired, little in his own which 
s keeps always as open and tot 
4] his own weakneſſes, as cloſed againſt thoſe 
= of others. He rakes not any notice of his 
y | own advantages, be only obſerves thoſe of 
o'f bis Neighbour : becauſe he has only a con- 
n 
e 
1 
c 
"i 


_ P_— — 


t or himſelf, and eſteem and defe- 
rencefor others. His condu& edifies all the 
world, and angers no body : He flies all 
plauſibleneſs eyen in good works ; becauſe 
whatever. gains . credit is dangerous to 


43 Man, who is ſubje&t 'to miſtake himſelf : 
&- He is no-backbiter, nor peeviſh : ho Man 
en' of artifice, no doer of ſhrewd turns. Thus 

S were the Primitive Chriſtians : Nor is this 

a vain or fruitleſs Idea of a Chtiſtian, or 
bis CharaReer that I have drawn : for the 
Chriſhans lived after this manner in the” 
newnels of ſpirit of the Primitive Church. 
What, is this Image entirely defaced ? and * 
is this Spirit retir'd wholly from 'us ? Blef- 
ſed Times when they lived thus { when 
will you return? But it is not enough to 

E | know 
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know wherein Chriſtian Charity confiſts; 
whit its nature and qualities are: if the art | 
how to pradiſe it be unknowa. 
4þ 2 TO "MF BA g7G017-0M1T0 $7 
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Of the frue prattice of Charity, ac- 
cording t0 the Spirit of Chriſtia« 
nity. | GY 


Here is n6 Vertue of 4 more uni- 
| verſal uſe in Chriſtianity, then 
Charity :, It may be practifed on 
all occaſions, for the Poor are found eyery 
where; and the detail of nuſeries , where- 
unto Man is ſubject, is of fo vaſt extent, 
chat one may ſay 'tis of all  Coriditions. 
Thus Charity may be exetcifed to the 
Rich-and Poor, to the contented and dif- 
contented, to the happy and unbappy, to 
the learned and ignorant, to the proud and 
Humble, to the Foing and dead. So that. 
this Vertue may be practiſed in publick and 
hap m the light and 1n the dark, at 
zome and abroad, in the Court and the 
Defart, in ſolitude and Afemblies.;. and: 
of all Conditions that's moſt deſirable. ro. 
a Ctwiſtian wherein he has the beſt means 


on 
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'to exerciſe Amp FW 
the moſt advantageous, which is molt pro- 


ficable to ones Neighbour. 
The - better tq di{poſs moet.or ane” 


the diftaſes and Ulaeſſes, the pins, ho 
commodities,the fatiguesthe > qr x 
other miſeries to which his is gre; ' 
The = of his'Spiric are 
» 'vebar blind 


in his deſigns, what 
s, Sin falſenebs in his j\ 
What hall I ſay of-his levities, inconſtan- 
cids,. reſolutions, fraikies, diflinulations, 
nicenefes, and rivts ? There may be added 
the: heap of his other weaknalles, the 
contents par chagrins that devour hin, 
the cares that diltra&t him, the afflictions 
that oppreſs him, his woman thax-tor- 


nient him, the 9 he has to- 
evil, and his 1 aye So goats yt 
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quent'falls and relapſes, the number and 
enormity of his crimes, his abuſe of | 
graces, the irre y of his condut, and 
the of his whole life. In 
on S. Auguſtine ſays, Man inimiy, Bl 

ance , Corruption, and 

| ground on which the- 

2 * Chinn ought to apply his Ro 
according to the diſcretion of his zeal, and 

as his Nezghbours: requires. | 

But his firſt care ought to be directed to 
the'more af r and which 
are obvious of themſelves , withour his 
ſeeking after them. As to give Bread to 
him that has none, tocloath thenaked, to 
þ-— 2 ſick, and to Moods —_ _— 

uperfluities may m 
aſſiſtances; ad he il lrayohgme that, 
ag his vanity, and lives accord> 

tot 


if bas lee e, let him give little, 0 hoes 
much, le hiew give much, 

Tobias adviſes ; for the Riches one 
ought'ro be the meaſure of his Alms. 1 | 
need not mention my that voluntarily 
become + pak. profeſſi 'F ro imitate the 
poverty of our Lord : Every one knows 
what preference they Yarns to have” be- 
fore -others' when Alms are diſtributed; 
becaule: Feſng Chriſt, to. whom. they are 
given,, 


pri ofthe Gl After all, }* 
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giveh, 19 tore remabkable in rhom there 
in others. - 

- 'Belides chi vie neceficies, which alt 
fe! Wor Ned, there are divers 6thery that 
rhore- eoticedled, Whit the of 


that feel 'rhem hides from: the 
lege of the rhofÞchatitable :- for thiete' " 


many, fi ehiiſe rather to be miſorable,, 
I 

tf wh 7 defites- = Chriſtian. _ 
with his Brother in bis: 


rhele miſeyies Brut Chatity 
ha 
pr Fs 
"__ or 


qufok!y knows how to: 
ts, IN 60d PR 
Aatchful' to provide for 


- and in tits diſples- 

; he would have him: 
Pe 
| Mt) that re ift 

| BP & well as his Toterefly. NG 

| withſtzh becauſe th&remre wants mote 

tt then te ones, 2 Chriſtian 


0 6blig?9t5 more prefiing and efſen- 
i Dries of Charity; Which are to' pro- 
| vide'for Tpititual hecefiities : © rhe extent 
whereof is immenſe, by reafon of the qui” 
lity of Man's mind ; and Man being ſub- 
to ſa many miſeries, a 'Chtiſtian, if he 
be defirons to hiye like one, will neyer warit 
occafions' ro exerell® his. Charity. "For 
fſbmetimes hel be oblig*d *by his inildiie 
a E 3 an 
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and: patience, to reduce himthat is ſtrap'ds, 
to the way of Vertue; he'l ſtrength 
the weak, be't ſtir up the flothful, he'l en- 
courage rhe. fearful, he'l ſettle the drſqui 
ofa Fain g. and irreſolute mind: 'Then. 
agpin, Dy the ſeverity of his Diſcourſe, hel. 

ighten the obſtinate,. and by the terror; 
of - his threats-reclaim the pride of the pre-- | 
ſinptuous and intraftable. Another. tame, 
be'l, make the humble . comprehend to. 
encourage him, that ; the kingdom: of 
True poor 0 Tit. to. W .tne. CL. 
promuſes it : bo he will open the eyes of. 
the afflicted, to make him.ſce plainly thar 
crown.promis'd to him, whoſhallhave paſ-' 
fed through the trial of. tribulation. | He” 
teach the covetous-not.to fix his. heart. ons 
the periſhable vain things of. this. world: 
He'l. inſtru&t.the voluptuous how to refill, | 
his ſenſual appetite. He'l. overthrow the J 
deceitful peace of the wiſe worldling, wha Þ 
puts his confidence in the prudence of the. 
fleſh., .He'l awake him that's doz'd in.fan, | 
by. the. wholſom. terrors of Gods judgy- . 
ments : By the ſolidity of his. Diſcourſe- 
he't deſtroy. the falſe reafonings of the ime } 
pious ;. And by the. ſincerity and. difinte--. 
refledneſi of his carriage ſilence the hber- | 
tzae, when he ſhall have the impudence c 
call: 
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falle, oiſh | 
; uy 9 0 be cx 
onthe yup erp to ſuch. 
a live licentiouſly. 
, But, when © Bah is unjuſtly, 
ſhall' have his heart oy 
yah ga, be'l find ſome means to 
him of this weight, either by the 
ſome. wholſom counſel, or. 
enandly comers that. ſo he may. 
| Eh ir. He'linſtrut, ev oſtruQt, even by: 
the. os ereſ}. dil tle, mo 
V y 
with to ſuffer thoſe amo» 
Lacpur ® ogra the hand of God. 
is pleag'd- to. infi. He'l. alſo accuſtom 
himſelf not.eabily to be ſhock'd, as man 
"are, atthe. defects: of. others ; Nay be hel 
fad by. uſing /hinſelf. to..that, *tis more. 
1 wit ny are I comply with wax Hg 
| to pleaſe itt ualities 0 
thoſe he converlſes with. A the chil 
. of, in the Goſpel, fit to . reconcile - 
whom animoſuy or. hatred imbittes 
to-one another, let him not be raſh. jn his 
uns, let himavoideyen.the wa" + 


= 2a at 
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of the leaſt Kepicon, ſet him never hearks- 
en to detraQtion and calumny ; and wo 
eure himſelf againſt falſe impreſſions, Ter" 
him' never. affent to anything ſpokerr t6/ 
the difad of heb before he has * 
exarnit'> it, fok 6ondeinin #hy wpotithe Al 
lines of his intentions. © 

When by the FunCtionis of his Chatge, 


or the pure duty of Charity, he is ob- Þ 


lip'd 'ro puniſh ; Tet Him remerber "rHiat" 
the 'ſpirit 'of Fweetrieſs' and rmnildn6k ; "18; 
the firſt Charadter of a'ChriſHan |: ' ani 
that feverity is a miſtaken'vertue, oi. 
wiſe then''on the principle of Charit 
True Charity is huwble n& patierit 6 


In —_— ir ſelf, and is render: Fd: in ity 


If he miſt adrt aff repre 
bend; aig Chriſtian firft know rhe fectbt 
howto ſieeten his ah andclear 
his reprehet{ions of alt thars harfh 'an& 
vexatious,” and Jet him mix withal thoſe- 
mſinuating ways which are neceffary tv 

ain him, whom one would not Haye "Toft 

6 bim excuſe all bur fin, 'which,'once- 
known, is inexcufabte. The! foree and. 
kindneſs, wherewith our Lord excuſed 
Magdelev apainſt the reproaches of the 
Phariſee, ought to inſtruft is, rhar in'cer- | 
tain, occaſions,” we ought ro have kindneſs 
to bear with a finer, and force to' defend: } 
bim. Bue | 


of Chriftianity. ax 
But as the World nmr 
not pardoning, by making Reven 
Vertue ; and the higheſt pitch of 
ftian perfeQtion 1s to love our Enemies: 
Hoek tin Chriſtian moſt ro ſig» 
nalize himſelf. Phi has not yet 
been able to reach fo "or Som 
«prayer 4 in Chriſtianity o. pra» 
But after that ſas Chris has 
| both by his Doctrine 
us his intentions on that Sirens er" on 
who will live like one, ought to lay afide 
his reſentments, and weakneſles, to pardon 
any injury done him. *Tis confels'd, the 
Heathens have own'd ſome ſhadow of this 
Vertue, ' amidſt the CO of their 


Morals, and there appears dren 


: Their 


\ 4 EN W 
iſtian clemency flies no- 


thing fo much as vanity, and only ſeeks 
the intereſt and advantage of whom ſhe 


Beſides this, there is another ſort of Cha» - 
rity to be practiſed ; more perfe&then the | 

_ others, in regard 'ris more pure and difin- 
-# voakſed: fort 18:without hope of any re- 
99 rurn,, 
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rurn ; fGince it is done for the Dead, by aſ- 
fiſting with our Prayers thoſe holy Souls, 
y__ | oe jo ongeeg through thoſe 
painful inquietudes,and grievous wmpatien- 
cies they have, to ſec themſplyes (eparaced 
from God. iTheſe are:the Creazures of 
the world the maſt afflicted, through 
cruel trormemtsithey ſuffer; and withal the 
moſt worthy to be fuccour'd : for, what 
are not they -worthy of, that are the 
riſht -and predeſtinated- by. God-2; What 
glory 1s it for a Chriſtian tobe Mediator 
between God, and theſe holy Souls,, who 
ceaſenat-to love him, though they ſuffer all 
the rigor of his Juſtice, and to adoreeven 
bis chaſtiſements, and vengeances? -* T'is 
even (if we may ſo ſay). to do. God hin- 
{lf a pledſure to ſuccatr thee Souls, be- 
cauſe he loves them ; and-bis Juſtice -4s 
better ſarished with our Prayers, then their 
Sufferings, becauſe our Prayers are volun- 
tary, and their Sufterings got; And-thus: 
the Charity of the Living, caſes and ſweet» 
ens the Pains of the ot V4 
But zf--ir be fo great a'Charity, to help 
the Souls that are but for ſome time ſeparar 
ted from God ; what will it be then, #0 
be afliſting to finners, who thrauph ther 
criminal cngagements, are in danger t9'be. 
eternally ſeparated from ::hint ? |; 'Thefe 
wretches } | 


7? 
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wretches do nor- conſider, in bow deplora- 
ble a condition they are ; and that *tis the 
greateſt madneſs and blindneſs ro prefer a 


0mm > re prom tg rs yon 
Charity 'is 'it. vs make chem * 

rn tg nag 2 

neſt, - cumſpeRion 

needs there to effect STi a ſecret, ſp- 


-rityual DireRors ſcarce remember, to inter- 


mix = Fatherly connivance and forbear- 
ates. with theſe ſo neceſſary medicinal 1i- 
; for the cute'of & finner ſeduced by 
| ipmotice, and abanden'd to his weak- 
nefs. One muſt ſtudy the diſpoſition, the 
habitudes, the inclinarionsof his Penitent, 
and obſerve the way of entring into his 
heart, to exerciſ'there abſolutely this cha- 
ritable ſeverity which cures the Soul. Bur 
they feldom five themſelves this trouble : 
this mixrure of authority and love, of re- 
ſolution and compliance, of zeal and pa- 
tience, of mildnefs and avftrricy, are ſcarce 
any longer uſed m DireQion ; the _ 
neſs is precipitated-either by com 
of by a falfe principle of ri oo 
ted ſevere ; becaufe the orld reli 
that beſt, This c city of a Doctor, this 


Sree a Phyhtcian, theſe bowels of a 
her; and this difintereflednefs of a Mi- 
muſter of Fefwr Chriſt, are qualities rarely 


found 
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found in one and the ſame Perſon, - to ren- 
der him a perfe&t DireQtor. In chuling one, 
ſuch as authorize {in by their ſoftneſs, in 
flattering a ſinner by too much compli- 
ance , and thoſe, who by ther ſeveriries/ 
diſproportion'd to the , weakneſs of their 
Penitents ſerve only to diſcourage them, 
are alike to be avoided ; for they are equal- 
ly dangerous. - 

] have ſtuck alittle upon this Point: for 
*tis in this Chriſtian Charity may be beſt 
exerciſed, and wherein generally *cis leaſt 
practiſed ; becauſe we are not ſufficiently 
toucht with the deplorable condition of a 
{inner. Although at this day there's more 
pretending to Direction then ever, yet we 
ſcarce ſee any longer thaſe zealous Di- 
reQors, who are Chriſtianly obſtinate to - 
diſarm the anger of God againk ſinners 
by the auſterity of their lives, and who 


draw down the graces of God upon their. . 


Penitents, by the perſeverance of their 
Prayers and Mortifcations. *T's to theſe 
charitable Directors we owe thoſe great 
Converſions, which God makes be ſeen 
from time to time, as ſtriking rays of his 
mercy, Theſe are the ordinary fruits 
wherewith God takes pleaſure to bleſs the 
voluntary Penances and Mortificationg. of 
thoſe vertuous ianocent Souls, who 1n the 
ſecret 
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of Chriſtianity; a» 
ſecret of their hearts deplore the ſins' of 
\their Brethren: which ought to be a grear 
comfort to. thoſe. Chriſhans whoſe Re- 
treat deprives them of the other occaſiogs 
To-exercife Charity, For a'Carthuſfian, a 
Garmelite,. a Monk: the naoft retired:froe: 
commerce with, Men, may ſametimes do as 
much good > 7s foor of of his Crucifix, in 
help offi Pr whe wal Ro 
-belp of his Prayers,: as eloquent 
Preachers, the mof} zealous Miflioners, and 
— all thaſe whoſe' Profeſſion eo cages 
them to ſerve. the Publick in the dire 
of Souls, Befides "tis always leſs dangerous, 
and * often; more orafitable, to, ſpeak of 
Men toGadin ſecret Prayer.chen to ſpeak 
of God to Men:in the ſhew and. tumule of 
Preaching, 
1 fay nothing of that eminent Charity 
-Pradiſed heretofore by the Apoſtles in the 
primitive Times of Grace : which the Sa- 
prefers before all other 
iſe by a generous Con- 
temp fp the will > offer up' her 
| the ſalyation of her Neighbour. I 
beliey'd I even t not to ſpeak of it, 
becauſe the exerciſe of this-Chatity is a- 
| bove all Rules, and beſides? _ oneof thoſe 
 extfaordinary graces God only beſtowson 
his favourites ; Not but rhat in A 
| F imes 


wo — The Spirit — 
"A'rmes ſome ſparks of that facred fire ie 
{ſeen ſhining ſhil in Apoſtokcal Men, who 
-eravel to the fartheſt parts of the World, 
£0 water thoſe barren and  ingrateful Re- 
-gions 'with their ſweat',' and evety their 
+Sloud, to 'draw down 'on-them- the 'blel- 
ſings of 'Heaven, and - make" Chriftianity 
Aouriſh there ; but every 'one do's not 
partake of rheſe graces, theſe are the-mer- 
cies. of 'God, theſe mercies are great 
miracles. Let us adore the __ God 
an thoſe to whom he do's theſe favours:; 
.and let us ble kim for vouchſafing to caft 
his eyes on them, to allow them rhe ho- 
Nor to die for him. Happy he,' who mm 
guidmg of Souls merits to ſuffer at leaſt 
ſmall perſecution, theugh he be not 
worthy at the expence of his life to ſerve 
this Neighbour ! Happy he, whocan con- 
tribute his tears an; fighs to the Conver- 
Hon of Heathens , when he cannot tus | 
'bloud and life ! Ir ought to be the moſt 
-ordinary Devonorr of all good people to 
'$Hgh/before' God, and to þ 7 nana 
For the ſalvation of ' all men; 'that'the 
Death of Fefiws Chriſt may not be fruitleſs 
to them. Forthe true-Chriſtian ought not 
to confine the whole extent of his zeal 
within the narrow circle of his owt per- 
#&&ion : he ought to labour for the per- 
fedtion 
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of .Chriftiatttty. a 
fotion and ſalvation of others. If his; 
Fauith' be ſo: fervent , ang- his Praper Pac 


be not _ Tae may ror 


Glrif which (in-thoſe Countries where he: 
3s not known 0) ſe} its value, well deſerves: 
guar a: Chriſtian zealous. for his glory” 
Id affe& ſo. -holy and charita le. a: 
Devotion. 
Bchold,througbout the. whole Diſcourſe- 
I have made, there's a large way.lies opens 
for Chriſtian Charity, to exerciſe ſo many: 
difterent good works as concern-it. But- 
there. remains..one work of Charity for a- 
Goifiva to. pradiſe, . ſo, much the wor- 
7 $9. be recommended to him, as. no- 
y.'15, aware.to think of it : Ti, tov 
pray often to God for the ſalvation of the. 
Great ones, and for all thoſe, whom Provis.- 
dence abandons to the. vanity of worldly. 
Honors, and.the. coveroulieh of Riches. 
Man being always: weaker. in elevation, . 
and proſperity, then in depreſſion, and ads 
verlity ; thegreaterahe 1s, the more worth 
2 For Greatneſs is a Shelf, 
much the more crous, as its ». 
ance 1s more wee Gong It is not A 
tigg of a Chriſtian wel always happy,and;' 
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facceſsful ; and'it often bappens that God; 
through a terrible order of: his Frovidews? 
gives uptheſe worldly happy ones, to the 
wandring of rher hearts, and, by a fecrey 
Judgment, ſuffetsthem tv/fall into a blind» 
neſs, and obſtinacy, which renders them 
inſenfible'of all the motions of Grace, and 
all the inſpiratzons of Heaven. 

If we have Charity, let us tremble foy 
thoſe thatare in (6 ſad a' condition ; Let us 
implore Gods mercy upon the miſery of 
thoſe falflly happy ones; Let us give the 
Potenrates of the Earth the ſame- counſel 
as Daniel heretofore gave unto one of the 
greateſt Princes of the World: To redeem 
their injuſtices by deeds of mercy, ani to 
blot out their fins by alin. Tet us enders 
your to make Great men underfland that 
God beftows neither Greatneſa. nor Power- 
an then to live in pleafure and delicacies ;, 
that their being rais'd to Offices obliges. 
them more ſtrictly to be watchol wid 1g: 
botjous ; that they have no Power and 
Authority but to affiſt more powerfully 
him that is weak, and deliyer him from 
the oppreflion of the ftrong. Let us put 
them in mind that they are not great im 
the fight of God, but m as much as they 
Fe beneficial and belpful-ro their Neigh- 
bours ; thar the luſtre of- ——— 


»- 


of Chriftiantiy.- 
and all theſe external Greatneſſes are, bas © 
marks- of ther -Servitude, and- continual ' 
remembrances of thei Duties ; That Dig- 
Dities ought to havono place in Chriſta 


Cn the Chriſtian ; . 
only _ _ fa hg qreero Heere 
: y their: or the why na yard . 

ble of any other good ; That l 


no. exception. 0! f perſons, .as t Edd 
e-lays, Sill have no reſpeCt to their 
Quality, bu only to their works and 
, their,Charity, when-they ſhall appear be- 
fore his Thewe: "This is what may ja ſhort 
; beſaid.of the practice of this Verawhok 
extent 13- beyond meaſure ; But it is+not 
ſafficient to know howit ou ght.ro be 
Quſed, unleſs .we alſo know yaa wr | 
omoynmthe paſtice als, : 


Ct eretth. IS 
LO —— 


C.H A-P. - IV... 


Is what order.” Chriſttan , Charity 
> ought to: .be praftiſed... 


AS! the: whole 'perfetion. of: Thriſtia- 
. nity. may be ſaid to confaſt in Cha- 
rity, ſo this Vertue ought to be the.mot 
regulated.of all Chriſtian Vertues, becauſe 
thus -is the. Rule..of all the- Dies of. a 
bn F:3; Chriſtian... 
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'Y The Spirit” 
Ehriſtian So there #s nothing O efſentich 


=, For, Me Wogan A, 
e exerciſe of Chriſtiarr Vertne, frame. 
feveral Principles ro himſelf according td: 

Mirown fancy:or:reafon '; and. — 
comes the: yerlity of ways we 
with in-a ſpiritual: Life: behind, 
of her felf, inthe citeticief: the divers ne-- 
reflities of our Neighbour, obliges a"Chr#. 
ſian ro fo many different 'Dutics, that "ris: 
difficulr 'ro/ give any:exatRule for diftin«.. 
guiſhing them Jaffly. "his Vertoe | bes. 
comes raſh'and indifcreet if it FUN 
by 'Prudence : and» Charity, 'this 

Prudence, which 1s her principalpuide, *#;.Þ - 
not.a true -Charity. "The more: fervent: 
the Zeal is, and the more ative the Chas. 
rity, the more ſhe needs this ſcience,” 
which knows, ſays St. Pax/, how -to bu 
band. its heat. *TYs, for this: reaſdts. that, 
the Spouſe in the Camtic/ts gives thanks to. 
her Bridegroom-; becauſe be hed regulated: 
is her the Duties of "liar - Eer us then. 
ſeek out rhis Rule ſo neceſlary tro rhis Ver« 
ee, to diſtinguiſh: its obligations; and'lets 
us examine t the order wherein. ir muſtbe- 


practiſed; thar fo the- effenial *Daries: 
may- 


"of Cbiittiny, 


Kip tended wh hh he 


les to go to dminendnrbr and 
» ies, tifl they had Preach*d firſt to the.- 
ras nb ther help the 
| CrrorranWoman(S. —— af) ; 


dof bin, becanſe the was a 
would Teferve his favours for his . 
exdBetag like a Paſtor es dt fan, 
hisown Flock, The Apoſtles did thef; 
Thereappearsa diftmQion in their ca 
kl ed clog aoaarbra 
had refuſed 'toHear them, . 
3 Þ het Wer tad orders the roar ma 
'wittftanding -the_greatnes. of 'St. Pau - 
Anal to announce Fefics Chriff to the whole - 
World, yet = —_ of that zeal .; 
were regular net indifferently... 
| Toalkthe World; peo care was of mA . 
Bl Vogt found any of them. 
he minded not _ the-- 
o the ering rill "he xa ; 
 -— ofncr ways to gain thoſe Peo 
whence he ſprang. 
. 'Phis, condu&t remarks to us in-generaT” 
har there.-are diſtinQions to. pn S 


__ 


es ao. Bo Mas. es. ate tet. 
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oy The Spirds.. 


.of God and our Neighbour: come / toge»- 
; ther, The, Seconds toi te our own. 
' intereſtsfromour Meal boun. The'/Thir 


ta be obſery'd in the: Aﬀairs that concern: 


bonr ; but God will bave.us,-in #he exocys 


the ice of Charity; where three Dif 
ficulties may be found. The Firſt is 20, 
know what {ideto take, when the intereſt; 


1s.in the differeat- intereſts of our Nei 
bour to know which. to prefer. before 
other. - Behold , methinks. the OY 
Charity oreſcribes. intheſe encounters, and 
the. Rules that may be-giyen of .it, - ....; 
The Firſt Rule, which regards the order: 


the intereſtof God and our.Neighbour to - 
carry our ſelves duly between ane. and the - 


. other, 1s of greateſt importance.in a ſpir- 


tual Life. .” The concurrence of theſe.two 


Intereſts 18 often very prejudiciakto.the zeal 
of Charity. when not back'd. with ſcience: 


for oftentimes we inconſiderately forſake 
our Neighbour, when we ought to leave 
God ; and we.leave Ged, when.we ought” 
ta forſake our Neighbour... See.then op 
St. Auguſtine advides. us. to. de 
ſelves; 7be. obli gation (lays he) to, + 
Ged, in the _ of the-Precept; ugh 
arecede the obligation. to. love: our Neighs- 


tion, tes pf our . Neig hbbur. before him, In" 
eftect, It # pot. reaenabl (lays this Lay 
Santy] 
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 _ of Chriſtianity. 
Gint): ther. G ho = the Maſter and/ 
ard F _ yds _= 


hings, (bould put himſelf 
aw Neighbour in the de eiing 
is the Firſt Command he gave Man, Thou 
| ſhalr love the Lord rby God; andthou foalt 
hve him'withal thy beart. But this ſame 
God, though he be Maſter, yet whenour 
eighbours ——_ in queſhon , re- 
mits ſomething of his own as tO its. 
excution. 'If any coldneſs ted be- 
tween us and our Brethren, wherein our 
Nnion may be wounded, and we areat the 
Hor of his Alrars- to render God the Ho- 
mage due unto him-: He then commands- 
wto interrupt his Worſhip , and ſuſpend 
the moſt- holy nnd auguſt Ceremonies 'of 
Religion ; to defer till another-rime the 
Mhnors of the Sacrifice we were about to- 
poy bien, and firſt go and reconcile our- 
to our Net . Let them-quit,. 
yshe, the Worfhip they are rendring to. 
me, and the Sacrifice they are offering up;. 
becuuſe the Union among Brethren 1s the 
molt-agreeable Sacrifice they can offer un- 
me. He do's even conſent that to help. 
the Poor in their greateſt miſeries we ſhould. 
difurnifh his very Alters of their ourward 
Ornaments, which are only of uſe to mare 
| the groſs Devotion. of. carnal , as. 
a 
r - 


cuty 
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aity of thoſe that enrich the Temples of 
God, and abandon the Poor. 

What folly (ſays he) is it to leave the- 
Childrea of the. Church naked , and to: 
adorn the Walls fo. magnificenily with 
Tapeſtries and ather more precious Orna- 
ments ? *T'is true, the Church-may admit 
Ornaments in her-abundance and proſpe- 
rity : But God commands her to relieve 
the Poor, who are her Children, when in / 
neceſiity and publick miſeries ; becauſe her 
Treaſures and Riches would only ſerye tos 
ſhame her, it the Poor. were not ſuccour'd: 
therewith. 'This Rule will- appear of a 
very large extent, to ſuch as take pains to- 
conſider it ; and the practice of it will be 
found of .much uſe,. when apply'd to the. 
ſeveral occaſions that may offer themſclyes. 
But fince God through - his fignal good: 
neſs will haye us to love our Neighbour 
for the love of him: *ris but juſt we ſhould 
ſo govern this love, that if exteriourly we 
give our charitable help ro our. Brethren,. 
at leaſt the intention of our heart, and fim- 
ple defign of our ſpirit, be all for God: 
That we love our Friend in.God, and our 
Enemy for the lovey of. God, which a. the 
right prattice of Charity, as St. Gregory 
teaches 1t. | 042] 

. The Second Rule ought to be maceuſs 


— <4 
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-of to diſtinguiſh every ones perſonal in- 
.tereſts from thoſe of his Nexghbour, todo 
*cide what of right belongs to each, - The 
Rule I have ſettled) may ſerve for that pury 
-poſe. | For if God /himſclf do's often yield 
 «+his right [where our Neighbour is: con» 
* :cern'd, I have the greater reaſon to yield 
up: mine on the like occaſions. But becauſe 
-this Rule is not general, but limited to cer- 
'tain ConjunEtures, we mult ſeek for ano- 
-ther more univerſal. The Goſpel com- 
mands me totreatimy' Neighbour as my 
ſelf, fince he ought to be as dear to me as 
any ſelf; but it do's not command me to 
yield to him when our intereſts ſhock ene 
another ; And'in other reſpes theres a 
-natural equity which teaches me to keep 
'my/ own, by inſtructing me to diſcharge 
my ſelf of what belongs not tome. There 
are likewiſe certain _—_— of _ 
which 1 ht to Gefend againſt m 
Neighbour who would diſhonor me : be- 
Cauſe Hanor- 1s a Depoſitum God: has. in- 
truſted to me,which ought-to be as dear to 
-me as that of my life;and becauſe he would 
ſcandalize the Werld by diſhonoring 
Ln. Butare there any occaſions wherein [ 
am oblig*'d toabandon mine own intereſts, 
and ſacrifice them to my Neighbour to-de- 
fend his Reputation by renouncing my 


Own, and to die to ſaye his life? "Tis 


of Chriſtianity. og 
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>Tiw evident tir - poke; M temp 
wal of an inferior order to 
when .the ſalvation- of 'our Neighbour. is 
concern'd, which is a ſpiritual inereſh, ag 
is oblig'd to abandon his 51 be- 
<auſe- the falyation of ones ipprefes- 
able ” dhe Grodyat Gs which 
are periſhable aad- /Fhus ne> 
ther Honor nor Wealth ought to be va- 
lued wher'the-ſabvation- of ;2/ Soul as-in 
queſtion, Now "tis certain, that =Chnft- 
————— > orders his Nog 
I e pro to relieve his'N 

Fa. aur an extream-necefiiy of life, which 


262 tem Hot own 
th”, oo png meer 
himſdf. Chriſtian perfeCtion goes yer far- 
ther, teaching; a Chriſtian rhar, he 
not only to be ſevere-rohimlelf, in 
neſs and 'compaſſion to his Brother, and 
deprive himſelf to accommodate [> 
-what 1s commodious and | 
"elf, buveven to give his liberty, his honor 
rand life, to the life, honor andij- - 
of his Neighbour. In fe, be ought 
to-do that for him, which the Saviour of 
the World' did for us :- for how! many 


have there been, that have imirated: Joes 


Chriſt in the praftice of ſo 
-pure, td Gs dined u Caray # Ba Bur 
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of Chriſtianity. ©&x 
theſe are the wonders of Chriſtian Mora» 
lity, and greateſt Miracles. of our Holy 
Religiea. fe Examples are rather to 
be-adinired, then Rules to be indiſpenſably 
followed, /and- Duties: of obligation ro be 
practiſed. 
The,” Third Rule. 1s, the order that ought 
oo Neto, war foi imple 
aur' Net ur ; that fo the i les. 
Charity; may/.be followed ore tl 
king, and that in; two wants, cither of the 
ſme or @different oature, we may. know 
which toiprefer. In the'order of temporal 
goods Charity.always flies toaſlift the more 
urgent wants : for; amongſt the affliled, 
ſhe runs to/ him that ſuffers, moſt; and ſhe 
leaves bim againit his. wants be but tem« 
poral, to a{fiſt him tbatis in manifeſt dans 
ver of- bis ſalvation. Such was heretofore 
the conduct; of the Apoſtles, who-ia the 
infancy, of: the Church abandon'd the care 
of remperal-neceſlities to-arrend. to ſpin 
wal ;- 19-qating the diſtribution of Alms 
tobe vacant: to. preaching; the Word. of 
God:: becauſe they eſteemed the nouriſh» 
ment of the/Saul more important thenthat 
ofthe Bbdy. So the care a Chriſtian takes 
to teach/and: inſtruct a- poor body is more 
meritorious: before God, then what is. bey 
{towed -to-dehiver him from miſery ; So'the 
| G Alms 
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 Alms given to conyert people toi Feſrs 
are far'precioufer, "then thoſ&@whith- 


Chrift 


kre given for their Thbiftarice ; -#n4314h& 


7 


fivents; painsand fatigues of thelMiſfionets 
wh6 go-to prexchthe' Word'6f. God to: 


Infidels in the remoteſt Countries, areof 
far more value; then the -T'reaſures thar 
are ſent thither:* "The ſoveraigh'ptyſeQtion: 
of Chriſtian Chatity'is'the fervent z&alof 
theſs' holy Followers of theVApeltley/ who 
quit all; to ſeek "iti the” hoſt” ſalvage. ghd: 
barbarons Clithates the Nriy Sheep; 'and-: 
to ſatisfie the'thirſt arid hunger they have 
for the ſalvation of ſo many: «bandow'd: 
»pte, to make them know Poſe Chriſt, 
andt6 bring them backto hisFlecky!: © | 
** Tn theſe conicurtencesiof wants Chaniey: 
ovphe'ro difpoſe of het help; -acecrdivigits| 
the different degrees of 'tieceflities ſhefinds., 
But when the want is equal in twodifferent 
perſons, 1t is, 'fays - St. 'H#gnſt ine,(either 
Proxitnity of 'Blotd, or Alliaticegsr Friends 
ſhip -or | Neighbourhood ,.'or” Society; '*6r 
Country, or the Conſtderations'of other 
Ties that muſt regulate the- preterence-of 
aſſiſtance due to one rather then to ano- 
ther. For although 7e/ws Chrift be come 
into the World to! make, by rhe Sword of 
Chriſtianity, diviſion betwixr' 'the''Fleſh 
and the Spirit :' yet he 4s not come'to- de- 
ſtroy 


of. Chriſtianity. &3 
ſtroy-the Duties of Bloud; angto. diſpenge 
"with a Chtiſtian For-what, be ows his Re 
Jatzons,; becauſe theſe Juties are grounded 
.on Equity, which is their principal. foune 
dation, Thus, what we owe to our Kindred 
3s of a more-ſtri&t obligation,, then: that 
which is due to. 4n. anknown.Perfon and 2 
Stranger i: $0 4[Paſtor, 1s ingre. obhigV to 
his Flack. ,: a; Superior - to) thoſe + whons 
God' has put-under him, a-Prince- to: bis 
own Subjects, then to all others ; and -1n 
the order of Chriſtian,'Charity a Friend 
ought-to be more (eat then.one ynaknown, 
.a Domeſtick-then- a Stranger; and a'Chr> 
Stan then ag Infidel. ang -when, they are 
bath) equelly ; 1n need,; you art oblig'd te 
help the one before the- other... This Mo- 
raliry. is forinded on Juſtice and Reaſon, 
which,orgers it thus4 [and on! the conduct 
of out; -Lord,, who Carried -/himſalk; after 
this matiner between) the Jews/and'Gen» 
| tiles St. Paul thus -inſtrudy Chriſhians, 
| St. Thomas and 'all Catholick Divines are 
of this opinion :- For-the reſt, 'when the 
Rules | bave eſtabliſh'd-are duly confidere 
ed,”rwill,be found, that our,Soul, being ut 
Neighbqur z'rbouſand times moreigtumate 
then pyr deareſt Friends or, ourneareſt Rey 
lations, our firſt obligation is to--exerciſe 
Charuy towards her; which wecanngide- 
| 4 as 
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gs we ought, but by endeavouring her per- 
feQion preferably above all Ki Fri 
we negle&t her, who will take care of her ? 
And it we giveall butour ſelves to God, is 
not that wlkeg our ſelves the better ſhare? 
becauſe God will have us our ſelves, and 
not what is ours : as St." Ferome ſays. © 
The concluſion of this Difcourſe is; that 
extream neceſſiry in temporals, and the ſal- 
vation of a Soul in fpirituals,” ought to. 
have preference in the ſtricteſt obligations 
of a Chriſtian. So-that the moſt laudable 
and holy of all Charities is to provide 
for ſpirnual wants ; as'to procure 'afhiſt 
ance-for People who'are in a deep igno= 
Trance of all things relating to their ſalya- 
tion, and without help : But in afliſtng- 
Aliens and Salvages , muſt thoſe be for- 
gotten that live inthe midſt of us, and are 
In the ſame wants * can we hearken to. 
what's told us of the miſeries 6f Perfons 
of another World, as one may ſay, with-. 
out beholding what we daily fee amongſt 
thoſe we'know *'Tr is this obliges me to. 
repeat, what I-havealready faid, and which. 
is fo'important that it carinot be too often 
repeated : 'Fhat the greateſt Zeal requires 
the greateſt Knowledge : "Thar if Chri- 
ftian Prudence ought to be animated by 
Charity, Charity ought to be govern'd by 
SA Prudence ;; 


of. Chriſtianity. 65; 
Prodenct ; ;and-juſtly ro diſcern the order: 
wherein:Charity! qughe to] be.,pra6tiſed,; 
nothing Tpore;heedsig berecommentded.ro, 
« Chriltan; aheh-whas the Apoſtle recome-- 
mended t6' thoſe 'of | the City of Philippi;. 
to whom he Preach'd - this Vertue, That: 
their Charity may more and more: ahound, 
in knowkadge \and in. all underſtanding. :: 
To be neither indiſcreet,nor raſh. ;/becauſe 
the greateſt defect. in. Charity is. want of. 
Lghrt, which renders this Vertue ſubject to. 
an. infinity of Illuſions. * But intirely- to 
purike'its praQice; ris beſt to diſcover the 
Ilyfonsthat.ſa they may-be difſipated., 


rf 
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I CHAP: V: 
Of the ſeveral Illuſions ta which the 
Prattice of Charity. is ſubject. 


AL E. Chriſtian Vertues are .jn- their 
-\PracRice fubjeCtro.1lluGons,through 
the falſe Principles every one eſtabliſhes to 
himſelf in. the exerciſe of Picty ;. Some» 
times out of. conceitedneſs,. and oftneſt out 
of weakneſs and. ignorance. . Burt after all, 
there.is none of.them more ſubjeR to this 
then Charity... For asthis Vertue has much 
luſtre, *tis pretended to upon very. many 

G. 23, + - occalt 
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occaſions ;- chiefly when. we think 40-ſtir«. 
prize and/dazle Men, as is ufual enough: 
And it is.not-to. be wonder'd at if the ſpi- 
rit.of diſhmulation, creeps'into the exerez[e- 
of this Vertue, which is the moſt pure and: 
ſhacere, of-all others ; fince the corrupnian. 
of this Age has fo powerfully authoriſed alk; 
Artifices and Diſpuiſes: In eflet Self-love,,. 
which always ſecks its own intereft by ſo, 
many windings about, cannot better con-. 
ceal iti felt, then under: the veil. of Cha«. 
rity. It-is through this Artifiee Jt ferupy-. 
touſly ſticks to the Duties of Good-man-. 
ners, to excuſe. it ſelf. from eflentiat Du-. 
ties ; It ſecks conſpicuous. Charities. to a» 
void- obſcure ones ;_ *Tis- zealous. where 
there ſhould be no zeal, and remiſs where. 
there ſhould be. Thus the falſly Charita«: 
ble is uncafie to his own Domeſticks whilſt: 
he is civil and officious.to Strangers ; - he.- 
grounds a tranquility and fatisfaCtion. on. 
the ſtate 'of. his. own. pretended -perfe-. 
Qtion, and'is only. froward anddiſquieted; 
at others perfe&tions ; he is perpetually- 


praiſing.Chriſtianity, andquits notbing-of- 


his own Rights ; He gives Alms, and pays; 
not his Debts ; He malicioufly praiſes falſe. 
Vertues, to- take--occaſwon; to. authorize: 
real Vices.; He juſtihes his own ill-Con-. 
duct, only by, cenfuring that. of. others F 

AnU; 
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and ſcattoring Flowers- over all he would: 
poiſon, he wounds the' Reputation of, 
every one, under the decenful vert of: 
charitable and reſpeAfub Words. Bur: 
to diſcover. methodically all the Illafions, 
wherewih the Spirit of Charizy is ſo often 
perverted, I reduce them to certain Heads, 
which aro as ic worerheie Sources. 
Natural Aﬀettion * 19 the Firſt, and 
withal the- moſt Illufion whick 
creeps: int. the Spicty Charity: One- 
loyes joves his Neighboor. tis true, but ris only: 
for the: good \ rſs which render. hiny; 
amiable ; one on; him, burt-on-the- 
moſt fide, - and where: he is moſt 
pleafing+ Ir is the wit, quality, humour: 
and 108 One CON : andthe ten<. 
gerer.one is to- all theſe Conſiderations of: 
 Fleſh.and Bloud, the more inſenſible he is. 
toall thoſe of Vertve and Grace. One bes. 
lieyes.*tis, loving. his Neighbour as -he- 
gw hy liviog charitably with him, to 
exatiousto any one, to be. 
«6 reg ardful-and wary of- every-ones In-. 
tereſts in particulay ;_ ro-de-very general! 
Civilities he the World by ded de-- 
neioatgegt Friendſhip, whiehall in re». 
aliry Ggnifre nothing : Thisis.to prophane? 
the ſucred Nameof Charity, to give it un»: 
to.aftions which. arc: often. the. —_— 
Lo. 
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a depray*d Inclination, andthe effeQs of: 
a habit meerly; to, follow. ones Humour... 
So that to give. Alms gut of a natural pity, * 
to be officious and obliging, tor kumane, 
reſpeCts'to love his Friends, - his Relations, ; 
and Family, becauſe good. Breeding. en-- 
1oyns to live well with allthe World; this. 
1s but the Charity, of a-Pagan. The,Par 
gans love thoſe that ;love them, confjder * 
thoſe that conſider.them, and. carry js fair. 
with thoſe that do, ſo with them.:..T.1s,,.36 
Xou.. will, Civility, Good-manners, Incli- 
nation, Complacence, Policy, -and. Pru- 
dence, but it 1 not Chatuy at all ; Iristo. 
have too. low a'conceit of ſo great.a- Vers, 
te, to. give ſo holy. 4 Name:to,that which. 
1s but humane and natural, Ghtiftian Char. 
fity knows not the meaning of-all theſe Di- 
tinRions, and theſe unjuſt preferrings of: 
ane before another, which the prudence; 
of the Fleſh makes : becauſe a Chriſtian. 
equally -conſiders: Feſaw Chriſt. in all | his. 
Brethren, whom he ;never, look5bn . with! 
an eye purely humane; Eaith teaches bim, 
that this ignorant Man he inſtructs , this 
miſerable Wiretch he ſuccours,. this poor 
Man to whom he gives Bread, is 7e/zts 
Chriſt, who is-in the Perſon. of the Necelli- 
tous, as a Prince 1s 'in the. Perſon. of his 
Ambaſlador.. $0. that. the more one finds 
| himſelk 
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himſelf naturally inclin'd to Compaſiton, 
the morehe ought to ſtand upon his guard 
not to practiſe Charity ſo much out of 
humanity : for as the Apoſtle ſays, he ex- 
poſes himſelf ro reap only a carnal har- 
vel when he do's not ſow in purity of ſpi- 
; And it 1s but a miſtaken Chriltanry 
thay is founded hoon the Ab wee of 
Hirmane and world! 
w 2 Second Mok i of is of Pit vos. 
y a ſecret preſumption, an the- 
foundation No mg rae Remy pla- 
tes lf the perfeiing of din iy @ vain. 
Chariy. tis upon this d the Pha-. 
riſce inthe Gofpelſet himſelf above others, 
whoſe carriage he reprehended'; becauſe. 
he gave great Alms. And although this Il- 
laſion may not be common, yet many: 
Chriſtians are found ſubject to it ; and who. 
upon the Maxims of a « pur Morality 
give vive Uberally ther s. to the Poor; 
without Forſaking the ſpirit of. Injuftice- 
by whick they poſſeſs them ; Their hands. 
are open to Mercy, and their hearrs ſhur to. 
Equity They are Envious, Detractors, 
4 Catamniators ,. upon that miſunder= 
And ' Principle, That Charity blots out 
all inzquities, and that it is ſufficient to be 
ag Man to be compaſſionate of the. 
nuſeries.of our Neighbour. They adorn. 
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the: out-lide with; works. of. ſuperkicial 
Charity, and leaveall diſorder ang, corru- 
ption, within : Agd. what elſe-1s- this, lays 
St, Gregory, but.to gipe ones Goods to his 
Neighbour and his Soul, up to. Sin;1 To 
ſacrifice bis Riches \to God, and bamſelf t to 
the Devil? They even, carry this, lluſigp 


much farther; ;Foxnhere are « of thole falſly 


charitable Perſ whoſe Soul-1 1s. ;Þ, pep 
yerted, that;tg Jo theſe) Works of. Mercy 


which are proper to blot outtheir Singgthey 
commit new ones to.have, wherewithal to 
do Works of Mercy... They, offer w.God, 
_what,, they. have. taken from: Mens; 9 
frame to_themſelyss an n. extravagant. De- 
'votion to! give in. Qbarity what-by vig- 
lence they, have forc'd rk others... How 
great a Fallacy, to believe. that 'the bitter 
and envenom'd rootof Inj ice, is 9ble ty 
produc the [ves and lovely truw.of Chay 
rity! tor He, ſays the Scripture! has .ofe 
fers ſacrifice . of pogr, ynens; fab Nees. Mas 
'be that ſacrificeth; the ſon in the preſence 
of bs father. . We: muſt imnate, Zacheas, 
ro practiſe Charuy. as me ought :. He be- 
gan by reſtoring what he -had taken; to 
give. the remainger, ta: 5 en In.this 
.manner Chriſtian Charity Joni Tr. pres 
Jamptuous, nor. unjuſt ; and ſhe 15 always 
without Violence, forſhe i isnever without 


humility. 
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: The' Third Hufron' is Covetoulhels, 
whicf? out 'of «4 natrownefs' of heart and 
rtiiſty4blenefs ſeeks falſe reaſons; of Fami-" 
MO Chiliren}-Partltiony and good" Huſs 
baridryy to authotize'this falſe Pruderice 
it Meiy not to diſpoſſeſs, themſelves of their 
Goods'by giving them to the Poor. But 
Xia Giftrud-fr tor Pagans to fear falling: 
mo 'wantby giviog,-in- the Perſon of the 
Needy ao'a'God'whole riches are inexhath- 
ſible? for "He rbar (ſhall give to the pooy 
ſhall never want the v0, of the'ehrth + 
as holy Scripture ſays. . Alms, fays S. Paul, 
8 a' Seed/whehce cannor- be reap?d 'but a 
verp gredt Harveſt,» And as the Husband-' 
man'when-te fows*muchy reaps much ; 
So'rhe' fairifalThall reap 2 pletitifuli Har- 
veſt whenithby have” given: great Alms. 
The fulnefs of the Charity of a Chriſtian 
fhall make the-fulneſs of his Recompence. 
But theſe ave? Truths: the avaritious Man 
do's notixormprehend, through the ſhame- 
ful fixedyeſs/ he hay 'to the Goods 'of 'this 
World: : He: hoards- up -his Bonds and 
Money carefully in the bottom of his 
Cheſts, whilſt he perſwades others to be 
Charitable : Heſtrains for poor Pretenees 
for his not 'giving 'when he's ask'd :' He 
- remits to his Council all Propoſitions made” 
| him for Charity, to authorize his weuy 
| an 
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and refuſe more methodically what he is 
unwilling to. grant : He do's all be.can to 
excuſe his giving, and never gives butin 

of, receiving ; His Chariy: is a meer 
Traffick': He ſo firaegly! blinds himfelf 
even in, his preſumption, that he makes a 
falfe vertye of his conduc :' He ſays. with 
a haughty- aud diſdaintul ayre,, I have no 


Goods of anqther bodies, nay 1 do, not dev 


ſireany ; I make-ufe of what God has given! 
me, becauſe be haz.only: beſtow'd. ix anime: 
far my- uſe. This was. beretgfore the. Itlus 
fiog of that unhappy. rich Man, who de» 
ny'd. himſelf nothing; that be bked.,} His, 
Expence' was/magnitzcent at his Table, wv 
bis/T rain, in his. Cloaths; and; his whole: 
Eamily bore the. marks of his Vapity'and 
Pride: whilſt Lavzarw: dy'd with. hunger 
at his Dore. *T's likewilh the maſt, com» 
mon; Illuſion of Great Men, that their lis 
centiouſneſs makes, them coycyous and in- 
ſenſible of: the- miſcries, of. the afflicted, 
They-waſte their Eſtates protuſely.in cri- 
minal. Expences, and-refuſs appor Man'a/ 
bit of Bread ; Sv that out- of a:mean Self- 
iſhneſs they extravagantly ſquander away 
thoſe Goods, wherewith God] had intruſted; 
them-to diſtribute. Hereunto may. be ad- 
ded.the miſtake of thoſe mercileſs People, 
who give no Alms but with: an ill will and: 
grum- 
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grumbling : It 1s not to the Poor they give, 
K is totheir 1mportunities, and tothe vexa- 
tion they feel in being preſſed by them. 
Hence they follow their own humour ; not 
raiſe Charity. *Tis fruitleſly they give, 
becauſe they give without any - 
feeling : So as they experience not the 
ſweetneſs which joys his heart that prati- 
ſes Charity ; but when one is fully per- 
ſwaded that the Poor repreſent the Perſon 
of Feſws Chriſt, he is —_ rouch'd with 
their miſeries, arid never ſhock*d with be- 


| ing importun'd. 


The n —— - a deceitful Tecnderneſs, 

r y ſubject to make it ones own 
PT his Illuſion is common to certain 
Perſons too ſenſible of Nature, who have 
no tenderneſs totheir Neighbour but our 
of tenderneſs to themſelves : And duly 
examining the ground of their pity, they 
are not compatſſionate of others miſeries 
but out of 'a weakneſs of mind which 
makes: them fear the like. 'They do not 
commonly reguard theirNeighbour but by 
the reſemblance ro themſelves. "They are 
not ſenſible of others Misfortunes , bur 
through the apprehenſion they have of 
the condition of their own Nature, expos'd 
to ſo many accidents and miſeries. They 
perceive not this altogether as it s: It is 
an 
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-an almoſt 'imperceprtible Illifion of Set 
dove; 'and' though it ſeldom' happeris, it 
ſiffices that it may trappen, to'oblge a 
'Chriftitn to mike 'ſorfie refle&ion on it, 
21d to'difintangle himſelf from thoſe fo 
Humane and ſelf-interefted tendernefſes. 
Chriſtian Charity is of too pure a nature ts 
faffer them ; And ?cis'not to be fincerely 
and Chriftiar-like * Charitable to "be ſo 
tonly ont ' of Huriourand'a meer narural 
Tmorive. 

The Fifth is a falſe Zeal of Religion 
and Piety, out of which they pretend to 
eeprehend the good ations of others, and 
find ſomething to'ſay againſt all : like the 
Phariſees of whom 'Sr.' Luke ſpeaks ; who 
avere ſcaridaliz*d at Feſt Chriſt curing a 
fick' Man preſented to him, beeatiſe *twas 
on a Feſtival Day ; 'And ltke that "Aps- 
Nate Diſciple who was trotibled ar the Pi 
of that holy Woman whopour'd ourt' ni 
precious Qintment on our 'Saviours Feet, 
pretending it might have beenſoldforthe 
relief of the Poor. This likewiſe i94'moft 
ordinary 11lufion of a falſe Devotion, which 
often fxes it ſelf to exterior Ceretrionies, 
and negle&s the moſt effential Duties of 
<Charity;and on certain occaſions tran{pre(- 
ſes the moſt facred Laws, to ſiiſtain 'indif- 
ereetly pretended Formalities, It is'by this 

Spirit 
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it Men. preſcribe to others what the 

Fa themſelves ; that C— 
continual, refleions. gn. their Neighbours: 
condutt, and ming; not. their. own,; that; 
they are clear- lighted to the leaſt defects- 
of others, and perceive not. their own dif- 
arders; that they take upon them to. give- 
advice to all the World, and ſmother the 
dictates. of their own Conſcience. *Tiss 
an adheſion to their own ſence., and a- 
miſtaken. Zeal which often reigns amongſt 
the Churchmen themſelves ; They mens. 
tioa-nothing but their. Power, they talk of. 
nothing but their CharaQer, and alledge 
nothing but their Authority ; "They be-- 
lieve "were diſhonowing their FunQion- 
to accommodate themſelves chariably. to- 
the weakneſs of thoſe whom God kag- 
put under their Charge ,. and that *ris re»- 
miſneſs to be condeſcendig Tag; Oe Thus they 
are all fire to make their . 
obſery'd, but cool and ae ene mr for thoſe 
of the Goſpel. They know all the Regus 
lations that lead to Jeſtruion, but do nor: 
ſo much as know thoſe that lead to edifi»- 
cation ; and under pretence to eſtabliſh the - 
Diſcipline of the ancient Canoos, they” 
abandon oftentimes the true Spirit of the- 
Church, which is a ConduR of ſweernedh 
abd condeſcendency. -— in general the- 
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Spirit of falſe Zeal which ſupports it felf 
ordinarily by the bare appearance of Ver- 
tue. Butt ts always eahie to diſtinguiſh the 
true from the falſe : For true Vertue is 
edified with every thing, and the falſe 
takes ſcandal at all : and as there is no re- 
putation that do's not appear pure to the 
one ; ſo there 1s no carriage, Jet it be ne- 
yer ſo irreproachable, but appears de- 
feive to the other. 

The Sixth is Envy, which cannot be- 
hold without trouble the advantage of on's 
Neighbour ; for the finds her humliation 
mn the ſucceſs and proſperity of others. 
And if ſometimes the Envious has ſuffici- 
ent moderation, not to pretend by indi- 
rect means to the good of his Brother : yer 
has he not ſo much as to hear without 
emotion the noiſe his Reputation makes 
in the world ; He endures his Nezghbours 
good Fortune, but cannot bear the repute 
of it. 'Fhis poifon, as groſs as it is, flips 
fometimes into the Soul of ſuch as profeſs 
Vertue. There are good People, and of a 
very holy Converſation, who like the La- 
bourers in the Goſpel, after having been 
faithful to their Miniſtry , 1a the exerciſe 
of Charity, permit themſelves to be poi- 
fon'd with Tealouſie : they cannot endure 
New-comers ſhould ſhare the publick 

Eſteem, 
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Eſteem with them. . This is a weakneſs un- - 
worthy a Miniſter of Feſw. Chriſt ; be® 
cauſe in following ſo miſerable a ConduQ, 
They often-conſummate with the fleſh, as 
rs r=] lays, what they . began-with * 
: it, 

The Seventh is the Wiſdom and Spurx : 
of the World. It is by this Spirit ſo op-- 
polite to that of Feſws:Chrift, that People- 
make profeſhon of Charity , to get ac-- 
quainted with Perſqns of Conſideration ; 
and deal in good Works, that they may 
have occaſion to deal with: thoſe who do 
them : By this means they infinuate them- 
ſelves into their -Efteems, gain Credit, 
make Friends, and do their own Bulineſs 
by aQing for other Folks. The ſmall 
Alms which get them admittance into this 
Society of Charity, help ſometimes to com- 
paſs their ſecret deligns of making their 
Fortunes. This may ſerve, if for nothin 
elſe, at leaſt to conceal their Humour, ow. 
difguife their CharaCter towards compaſ- 
ſing their Ends : By this means they give 
themſelves out forwhat they are not, and 
may - paſs for good Men without being 
cencern'd whether- they are ſo or no; 
T'his 1s all their ſtudy, and they guide all 
their Ations by the Maxims of this Pha- 
riſaical Charity, which is only animated by 

t.3 a5; the 
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ahe Spirit of the World and Wiſdonr of” 
the Fleſh. *T's by the Maxims of this 
falſe Charity and a chimerical Zeal, that 
under- pretext of- doing more good they 
aſpire to. Places they have- not, and omit 
ahe good they could do in the Place they 
are-in. Nay they artificially endeavour 
their own Advancement-in a. more effica» 
cious way, While they ſeem to. relie on 
Providence ; and: quietly expe& from 
God what in reality they meanto get only 
by the- ſecret Intrigues of Men. Thus 
they change the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
into.thoſe of carnal Morality. If in ap» 
pearance. they have any moderation to+ 
wards.their Neighbours, it is only the bet- 
ter to ac} a conceal'd Vanity wherewith 
ſecretly, they ſatishe themſelyes :- If they 
pardon an Injury, 1t.s to expect-a better. 

” opportunity of Revenge:; If they do good, 
2 15 out. of hopes of a Return. All is re- 
duced-to the-Maxims of this humane Wiſe 
dom, ſo oppolite to the Wiſdem of the 
Goſpel. And.as by.theſe ways (which tend 
to. God only in appearance).they. go far= 
ther from him-; they wilfully blind them» 
ſelves un their Errors, tothe end nat to ſea 
the diſproportion between what they do, 
and: what they ought ro do. 

be Eighth js-ladiſcretion. This _ 
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the- order in which Charity that ought te- 
be laudable and vertuous ſhould be prat> 
fed, and plays all thofe irregular Tricks 
which put this Yertue'out-of frame, Ir is 
by this Hluſton thar after publick DetraCtt- 
ens they make Reparationsof Honor more 
to be fear'd then the Detractions them- 
ſelves, and which for the moſt part ſerve 
but to open again the Wound they pretend 
to cloſe. "Through this *tis Men would 
ſuccour others when they are no longer in 
a: Condition to be aſſiſted : like the rich 
Glutton, who puts on the Charitable after 
his death for the ſalvation of his Brethren, 
whom he would have advertts'd of their - 
licentiouſneſs ; though he had never-pra- 
Qis'd Charityduring his life. It isthrough 
this perverſion of Reaſon ſome give Alms, 
and pay not their Debts ; viſu Priſons,and 
mind novtheir domeſtizk Aﬀeairs; by their 
Wills leave the moſt Chriſtian-hke Legs 
cies in the World at their Deaths, and de- 
ſtroy the Peace and Union of their Family; 
refuſe one- truly Poor wherewith to draw 
bim out of- miſety, and withour diſcretion 
aive a Wanderer and a Vagabond where» 
with to maintain them» in their idleneſs. 
They run. about the World to Convert 
People, without thinking to Convert them. 


l{lyes ;, and ſometimes. loſe. themſelves in 
kekwg. 
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ſeeking too earneſtly after thoſe that have 
ftray'd. . To this Illuſion may be reduced 
the miſtaken Condud of thoſe DireQors,.. 
who by indiſcreet Rigors pervert the-- 
Ways of God in driving ſometimes Sinners . 
from their Confeſſionary Seats, whom his 
Grace brings thither ; and diſheartning- 
the weak, for want of capacity and advice 
to manage them in their weakneſs. I ſay - 
nothing. of the Indiſcretion of thoſe. Wo- 
men who believe themſelves Charitable 
— becauſe they do not Real their Neighbours - 
Goods, while they rob:them of their Ho-- 
nor by their Calumanies ; They care notfor 
folks Purſes, but flie at the Reputation of 
all the World ; there's no ſaving on's ſell 
from. their Tongues : they examine not 
ajotallthat is ſaid, to have the more right - 
to beheve every thing ; and there's none - 
talk'd of diſadvantageouſly, but they are - 
preſently perſwaded all that*s ſaid is true. In 
fine, it 1s this Spirit of Indifcretion that 
breaks all the ordinary meaſuresof Charity, 
andtakes from it that diſcernment of know- 
ledge, without which this Vertue becomes 1t - 
ſeli inconſtderable: For ſometimes it accuſes - 
where it ought to excuſe ; and on other oc- 
calions praiſes where it ought to reprehend-:. 
being thus often ſubjett to miſtake _ 
Precipitation , and thce-lightneſs of Indif- 
CECtion... The. 
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' "The Ninth is the Spirit of Severity-+ 
for Seyerity narrows the Heart, and 
prives it of that extent of Soul which is 
the chief character of Charity. *Tis from 
this Principle fome believe they ought nor 
to indulge any, becauſe they pardon them- 
ſelves nothing ; and think they have aright 
to be ſevere to others, becauſe:they are ſo 
to themſelves. S. Catherine of Siena avows 
ſhe was fubjeR to this fault in her firft fer- 
vors, out of a falſe Vertue ; and the moſt 
vertuous can hardly guard themſelves from 
this weakneſs: for *tis natural for a Man to 
Judge of his Neighbour, when he finds him- 
felf more perfe&t then him. The care one has 
to live irreprochably in the World, gives a 
pretenceof title tor every thing in 
others : and one eaſily perſwades himſelf 
he owes none that lenity and indulgence 
which he refuſes to himſelf. If he ſpeaks *ris 
roughly, if ke gives his advice tis feverely, 
if he reprehends *tis with impatience and 
rage. *Ts ever a bitter —_ and moroſe 
ayre, which is ſeldom other then the effe&t 
of a dark and melancholy humour ; ſcarce 
ever the ſpirit of Charity: In which reſpe&t 
this Conduct is but a falſe Severity ; for 
Chriſtian Severity is rigid only” to uts ſelf, 
and indulgent to others. This too wasthe 
fgult of the Phariſee, who. blanyd all je 
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relt of Mankind, becauſe, Faſting, *twice a 
weekyhe belies d himſelf better-then-them 
all; Thus *cisthar Menare ſevereto-their 
Neighbour when: they. are ſo. to. them» 
flyes, that they ſpare none becauſe-they 
favour not themſelves, and that they ſpeak 
Hliaf all the Worldbecauſe they have. a, 
ſeverer- Morality then others. And thus; 
Severity becomesa meer Deluſion, if found- 
ed on any other Principle then. Charity. 
Let us-place our Glory then rather is Mo- 
deration and. Charity, then. in the auſterity 
of our Morals, For, Should wa live only. on 
Aſbes, lays po gon if we bave = 
indulge ce > | Ve ' Of Ni | ; of a: 
eufterity would arvail: ng : And: 
- Pride , which is the ordigary 
effeR of this Spirit of Severity, 1s. ſo great, 
an obſtacle to Charity, that men ought to 
Rand fo much the more on their guard as 
they $nd themſelves inclinable to Seve. 
rity. Vertue her ſelf ought to redouble 
her Diſtruſts amidſt the Applauſces ſhe re- 
ccives; for ſhe becomes a ſnare as ſoon as 
ſhe ceaſes to be pure. There is nothing: 
fo dangerous as Diſorder back'd with a 
falſe Zeal, as an adheſion to Error hid 
under the veil of an exemplar Life, and as 
firit Morality with a licentious Belief. 
Rut if Severity be oppoſite to —_ 
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when'not founded on Maldneſs ; Mildnefs 
is tho! leſs contrary''sn \feveral-. 
when net fu d'by: : Fork 
runs fro wAlackning of Order cither by a 
ſoft Indulgence, or by 'a timofous' Con- 
tuft. In effet, Clemency is pernicious 
where there needs Rigor, and'Silerice'be- 
comes'a fault 'when one: ſhould- 
He raricates that holds his/T' 
—_ where Counſels- 
are tely 'neceflary.. Jem: 
jy Knowledge, eres "otight ro 'be'the 
two inſeparable [companions - of Oharity, 
will finda res Jeng 17 owes theſe wo 
Extreains, to/theedifrexrion of our'Neigh- 
our, the'only' Mark thar Chariry? oak 
aim ar. 

The 'Tenthis Hypocrifie. 'This'ts the 
Jlluſfion of the Phariſees m the Gaſpel/who 
affect being ſcrupulous abour Triftes ad 
-at the 'bottor have ed wr le of Since 
*ity'6r Honeſty. Th lobe 
"before God Me Cen I _ 
Serden 'their'Hearts to the nts of 
*the'AMidted and fighs of the Poor : 

cover their Violences' and Injuſtice- 
'the'veil'of Devotion and Piety. This ite 
-Diſorderthat reigns moſtin this Age;where 
'DiſFiiſe fits upon'the very Altar : ' Ver- 
ye 1 farce any longer 'practiv'd ' but'to 
$ 
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get Reputation ; Men only ſeek to impoſe: 
becauſe they mean. but todazle : They re- 
nounce that Charity which is of obliga- 
tion and commanded , to practiſe that 
which 1s only councelPd ; They reſpe the 
mighty, to inſult ,over the weak; They 
have ſhameful Condeſcendencies for Great- 
ones, and nothing but Rigour and Impe- 
riouſneſs for the Mean ; They propoſe to 
themſelyes imaginary De of 
Works impoſlibleto be effeGed, and leave 
thoſe that be very caſte and neceſlary. Bur 
this Hypocrifie may be diſcerned better if 
taken a pieces : This ou ſo exteriourly 
moderate, and who through an artificial 
carriage has the repute of being ſo rea- 
ſonable, is a Fury at home ; In publick 
he's Charitable, and a Backbiterin private 
In Company he ſpeaks well of every one, 
but ſpares none at his ſecret Cabals ; He's 


_ affable to thoſe he eſteems, but rude to 


thoſe. hediſteguards; His Devotions are 
as regular as can be, and he would paſs for 
a Saint , if he were not ſo revengeful and 
ſo dextrous to ſatisfe his Reſentments 
where he has any Conteſts ; None ever 
offends him without ſmarting for it ; for 
he never forgives : So that by,jzbis his 
affeted Moderation his Life is a continual 
Impoſture, "There are a thouſand other 
Diſguiſes 
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Drſguiſes of Charity wbich may be redic 
ced to'this; and which are fo: much-the 
more odious inthe ſight of God, as bein 
done under the pretext of Piety. Vice is 
ways criminal; but the moſt criminal of all 
38 that whichs done under the Coulor and 
Veil of Vertue:: for Men leſs fuffer them- 
ſelves tobe corrupted by a bare-fac'd Vice, 


| then a'maſqued Vertye./;, Afrer all,” *ns in 


vain to diſguiſe on's ſelf: nothing can be 
hid from his fight that ſearches hearts and 
penetrates to the very bottorn of them... 
The Eleventh is a Spirit'of Empire and 
Dominion. They are wilhng to be in ar all 
Works, provided they may Rule, 
ret and Manage : They make one in 
all Deſigns and Eaterprizes of Charity, out 
of the ſweetneſs they feel in Governing 
things with ſome Authority ; and the 
pleaſure there is to exerciſe that petty Em- 
ire which exprefles irs ſelf in the know» 
e of their Neighbours wants, and the 
diſtribution of aſſiſtance given them. They 
meet punCtually at Aſſemblies, as ſo many 
favourable occaligns of ſhewing them- 


ſelves ; and give their wealth to new Foun- 


dations to Reign in them. *Tis our of 
this ſame Spirit that they thruſt themſelves 
with ſuch zeal into all manner of Aﬀars ; 
that they are ſo carneſt to render them- 
I ſelves 
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ſelves neceflary in rhem;4hbkt they love 
Nepotutingirofindout a Temperament in 
Accommodations” and Arbitrations 5 tha 
they charitably- concern themſelves :3n 
every thing ; that they have. a Wir fertile 


n_ in ients to be of Councel 
for-all the World: ; and that they give {6 
liberal - advice upon the; Conduct: 'of all 
Mankind, For this is the Character oÞ the 
Devotido of theſe Times ; it will be 'Mi- 
ſtreſs and Govern-all. T's through this 
ſame Spirit that Men have no value bur 
forthe good Works they do themſtlves ; 
That they will not abet'any good- unlels 
themſelves do it ; and that:there are ſome 
who cannot endure either Religion ſhould 
be defended or Vertue proteRted, but after 
their way, their lights, and their methods : 
They condemn all elſe be it neverfo goods 
They 'have not the leaſt concern tor -it, 
becauſe they have no ſhare in it. They 
ſer up for DireQors without any 'Vocation 
or CharaQter : for Direftion now adays, 
as it is ordered, 1s very-comfortable to thofe 
that DireCt ; becauſe they ſpeak with Au- 
thority, and hind Submmſhon'every where. 
In ſhort, this Spirit of "Command-is: be« 
come ſo much the Spirit of this Ape, that 
tt is Crept in among Perſons conſecrared to 
the Altars; who take on them 1n all the 
FunGions 
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their Miniſtry a certain a 

c, whilſt they hold the reſt 
rid in Subjeftivn, St. Paul, 
who:had in his hands all the Authority. 6 of 
Feſws Chrift, is an excellent Pattern - for 
Chriſhan Paſtors: for he never made uſe 
of all his great Power todeſtroy, but only 
wo'edifie. 'In effeftthis abſolute Authority 
45a Condu&t too diſmal and fierce for Chii- 
ſtianity;; ſerving only to make the Yoke 
of - Obedience more burthenſom ; unleſs 
rempered with Love and Charity. True 
Paſtors do themſelves more honor in being 
the-Fathersof Souls, then their Lords and 
Maſters; and' in Joving to! Rule 'rheir 
Flocks with ſwcetnels and renderneſs, 'ra- 
ther then with baughtine& and; Com- 
mands.. 7 moſt, ſays'S. Bernard, Cons 
wand with bumility to an bke s 
Chviffoan ; And there's not 
thy Hearts of Subjedts to Saha ke 
a Charity of thofe they qbey. 

The Twelfth: Tufion is Sckndal : and 
I-Example. 'Tis- through this Huſion 
Men- live 'diforderly whilſt they flaner 
themſelves with fair appearances of a kind 
of natural Equity, whjchrbvp! would have: 
Horror ro :\ They have ar bot» 
rorn'a zeal for Juſtice, and have none for 
modeſty: They are tender of a Stranger's 
I 2 latereſt,, 
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Entereſt, and facrifice the Innocence of a 
Domeſtick, of whom they ſerve themſelves . 
an- the ſecret pradtices of [their Paſſion : 

They are touch'd with the: Misfortunes. of 
one unknown whom they ſee oppreſſed, 
and ruine the Conſcience of a Friend 
whom they cauſe to engage in their Re- 
venge. You are not Violent, you are not 
Unjaſt, you hate Oppreſſion, Cruelty dif 
pleaſes.you; in briet you wrong no 
And you employ your Wives. in ſhametul 
Concerns and vicious Intrigues. You are 
nice evento ſcruple, in point of Detracti- 
on; and haveall the affeRations of a Pro- 
ſlature,' to ſeduce Youth: that; puts 3t ſelf 
into your Hands. How many Diſorders 
have you: cauſed by your Scandals, you 
that have ſo much averſion for Injuſtice ? 
for your Example is. a Poiſon that kills 
bim who. ſees it. But what/is become of 
the Modeſty of Chriſtian Ladiesin an Age, 
where nothing is talk'd of bur Reforma- 
tion and Devotion ? Was there ever ſeen 
ſo great a licentiouſneſs 'in Manners as 
now adays.? Women, befdes the indecen- 
cy and immodeſty of their.Dreſs, -are even 
come to think it a greater ayte of Quality 
40 dreſs themſelves: publickly and before 
all che World : that is to-ſay, to expoſe 
themſelves, by a. ſcandalous Mode, to thoſe 
; adulcerous. 
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adnlterous Eyes: whereof the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks; and to Preſent in the Golden Veſlel,, 
like the Whore of Babylon, the ' mortal. 
Dravghtto thoſe that ſee them. Scandal is. 
ſ{o-dreadful-a ſpring-of Corruption, and: 
ſo'pernicious a poiſon to Innocence ; that 
one cannot have Faith and -read, without 
'Frembling , the terrible Menaces of the 
Sort of God-to- thoſe ſcandalous Perſons 
who poiſon the Souls of thoſe with whom: 
they-converſe. Our Lord ſeems to have 
forbidden in the Goſpel nothing fo ſtriftly: 
as this: Cut, ſays he, cut off, pluck 'out 
even your wery eyes, if your eyes [andalize 
n. I\fay nothing of thoſe fond fooliſh 


"Mothers, who-by+ rheir Oganty and 


Vamry ruine the Innoceney of their young. 
Daughters, 'in expoſing them to Aﬀem- 
blies and dangerous panies , under 
pretence of ſhewing and teaching them 
the: World : I ſpeak not of thoſe enve- 
nom'd Tongues that - tear in pieces the 
"Honor of their Neighbour, mm moſt obli- 
ging and- reſpectful Language ,. and ſow 
Diffention wherever they come. I only ſay 
that a Chriſtian cannot without tremblin 


make-'refleFion on thoſe dreadful wor 


of the Son of God, Wo to him by whom 
ſcandal cometh. 


The "Thirteenth is the Spirit of Emula- 
I. 3; uon 
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tion and Partiality,principally 1n matters of 
Religion: and this is the molt dangerous of 
all ons, *T'is out of this Spirx that Men 
make--uſe of the holy Name of Chriſtian 
Cbarity, to heighten their Ayerſions, and 
render their Enmutiesirreconcileable. By 
this they cenſire the Conduct of others ta 
authorize their own ; They, deſtroy ſertled 
Reputation to give themſelves more Cre- 
dit ; 'They frame to themſelves a Chi- 
anera of Religion, to ſeek a more ſpec 
pretext for their Headſtrongneſs, and they 
give their Paſſion the name of Zeal and 
Charity, Such was. the Illuſkon of that 
Spaniſh Lady Lucilla,mention'd by S. Aur 
guſtine-; ſhe was Rich, :Neyout,. and of 
Quality: and ſhe it was who, ſuffering 
her ſelf to be dazled with Viſions of her 
own Zeal, kindled, by the profuſion of her 
Alms and great Repute, the firſt ſparks 
of that fire, wherewith the Herelte of the 
Donatiſts laid waſte the Church of 4frica, 
and afterwards ſpread it ſelf over Spaimand 
lialy. Such likewiſe was the Extravagancy 
of that rich Merchant of Lyons call'd 
Valdo, who upon a fancy of Reformation 
fooliſhly diſtributed. alt his Wealth ro the 
Poor ; whence ſprung that curſed Set of 
the Valdenſes, which ſince has been the 
ſaurce of other Hereſigs that have infected 
EF? ance.. 
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France. Such in fine was the Illufion of 
the Sacramentarians of the laſt Age, who 
taking upon them to, be Reformers, fan- 
cied a new Morality to draw peoples Eyes 
upan their Party; and-more {ignalize their 

.. They ſpoke of nothing but 
$weetneſs, Chriſtian Integrity, the New 
Teſtament: and. 1be Goſpel. Ay Bres 
thren , and: my Siſters. was the common 
Language of thele Preachers when they 
ſpoke to the People. In fine, at the begin- 
ning of this Reformation all places eccho'd 
with the fair and fpecious Name. of Cha- 
rity. and Union: whilſt they cut_the 
Throats of Prieſts., broke down the Al- 


rars, .writ molt  invective Libels againſt 
the , Divines of the-- Remen-Cathohck 


Church , and rendred all Morals ridicu- 
lous to . eſtabliſh that which they vented. 
The Vices of thoſe that declar'd theme 
ſelves favourers of that Party were Ver- 
tues ;; The Vertues of thoſe that favour'd 

m not were accounted Vices : the re- 
pute of Vertue and Honeſty wholly de- 
pended on their breath, and nane had.any 
Chriſtianity, if you'l believe rhem, but in as 
much as they embrac'd. their Judgments, 
and were.their Friends. All this Conduct 
was defective, becauſe grounded on a falſe 
Principle ; And theſe appearances of Cha- 


rity: 
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rity whereof they boaſted, were buta'pure 
piece'of Policy, and a ſecret Artifice *to 
authorize their Party, and mgke their Error 
ſpread the better. 9 ap 
The Fourteenth:is a hidden Vanity that 
finds its way into almoſt all Worksof Cha- 
rity : *Tis fo natural to Man to ſeek him-« 
TelF in all things,  ever.the 'moſt holy, thar 
he is ſo much the more fubjeQ* roi this. 
weakneſs, as he's exempt from” all "the 
reſt. It pleaſes ſome to Teach, Infifu&X'and 
Dire&, becauſe rhereby they get Credit. 
They love Charities that make*a ſhew, 
becaaſe they would be particularly rakes 
notice of. They find wants at their Doors, 


and regard"them not ; and'ſend cd 


to the end of the World, becatſethar make! 

a greater nviſe. They, pardon an Offence 
with all the Ceremonies of ſatisfa&hon in 
form, to raiſe a 'Trophy of their Moderati- 
on.' They exerciſe, out of a falſe generolity, 
Liberalities diſproportionable to their Con- 
dition, and fail their Brother in his necef- 
fity. *T's often nothing bur Vanity that 
makes thoſe famous Wills wherein Friends 
are ſo well .conſider'd : they merit much by 
it in the eyes of the World, but nothing mm 
the ſight of God : It conduces much to 
the reputation of him that dies, and avails 


nothing to.the Expiation'of his ſins, and: 
his. 
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pr Ar-his death, he has given 
| 'to- his beſt Friends; It Tooks 


very handfom, bur it is very Pagan-like ; 
hevtia he conſiders detu + Apsl/yut zards 
not Charity. It is not for the loveot God 
that this Lady = Charitable, *ris only for 
the love of her ſelf ; *T'is our of this Spirit 
that ſhe is/1n at all good Works : Bein 

vain, ſhe is notidiſpleas'd at being thank? 

for the good the do's; for ſhe do's it only 
for that'end. - Her. Charity being but a 
pretext to her Vanity, ſheendeavours much | 
more to appear Charitable, then ro be fo 
in effte&t ; but wo to them who- give Alms 
tobe ſeen ,, and iſa gain the' applauſe of 
Mew: Fon (fays the Goſpel ) they have 


Slready record their reward; And al- 
though-an. Alms given on this account is 


profitable rothe Receiver, yet is.it wholly 
unprofitable tothe Giver : This 


ayreiof Vanity that mixes with ir,is inar ſelf 
ſufficient to ſpoil the fruit. Alms, to 
to. be humble; and done 
1m private,.to be profitable to the Doer, 
That our heavenly Father, ſauh S.Matthew, 
who ſees in.ſecret, may give him. hu recom- 
petice.. What in this place the Goſpel ſpeaks 
of: Alms ,-'ought. robe underſtood: of all 
Works of-- Charity 1;jwhich a Chriſtian _ 
oughtta do. with a pure and {incere inten- 
U0a, 


_ 


ſuffer theniſelves to. be.gorera' by 
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tion, deſiring God-anly for:witnels : other 
wile tlie > ped of | Vanity-d a 
Works; and renders: them nnprofi em 
the fight of God. - 1 
The Fifteenth is a diſorderly addiied- 
neſs to Devotions; which' gives' ts God 
what is dueto our Neighbour. Some neg- 
lect their Families to be-more-athduous at 
the foor of the Alrar 3 They wave their 
Employments| to! be. doing 'Kindnefles}; 
They love retirednefs,” when their Condi- 
tion obliges rhem to appear in publick; 
They are filent umeFr falſe modeſty. 
when they ſhould: ſpeak y/ They medirate 
when they + ſhoulda ; ; They are-1niOffico, 
andlivelike private Perſons; /Ehay would 
have peace with” God without to 


have it with' Men. This Paſtor. in. = | 


Flock, This Superior: ur kus Houle, 
Mild, Peaceable, and Charinablez - ab 


ous'Spirirs, whoſe . Paſſions they cools 


andallgo's ropfie-rurvie IITIOY 
Authority , whilſt they are at the-feet of 


their Crucifix to ſatisfie the guſt of Devo- 
tion, which ſome > a at Fiery, \\or\ra- 
onably. 


ther love of Eaſe gi 
They deceive —_ dibebep! believe 


they are innocent'of the Violences:dond m | 


their Name ; for *ris only their Name'that 
autho» 
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__ m—_ in bat the vain 
A » 12's 'rophet-; or I 
x, cloud be bur-Chatizablein Jdd6t0 have 
the heart toabandon his Flock,tolcave the 
ConduR of it toPaſtors foilted-in;andto in- 
truſtwith ahother the Salvation of thoſe, for 
wham himſelf in; perſon 25 reſponſible: to 
God;: A watebful Superiar qughbto bc like 
2 wiſe, Pilot, who has always bis Hand.up» 
onthe Rudder: every thing alarms han 
by reaſon of the 'concern' he takes inthe 
lafesy: of thoſe he conducts, And as they 
——_——_ in Office bur. to watch over thoſe 
Govetts; io all the Vertucs,: 9ll the - 
Grages, and all-the moſt; holy Actions of 
Superiots. ate deceuful , when. they ſeek 
more. their! ſatsfaRion in, Neyotion then 
the:peace of thoſe they Govern. 

The Sixteenth 15 Self-loye. This Lave 
indudes-in;it felf 4he. antereſt- of all. other 
Pafſions, .and: almoſt! the univeslal ſpring 
of: all other: Illufons..i 7 Fs thraugh. this 
Principle: of Sel-loye that Men! ſometimes 
are not in at Praftices of Charity, but to 
manage tnofe dextroully their own Inte» 
reſts : :They find hereby their Aﬀairs go 
oackithe.better and that ſormetimes-ſerves 
to-ſuſtaintheir: Rights ,more;;boldly, and 


_ even more-cCreditably. We ſee in effet 


Perſons 'of Quality Charitable , that-tho- 


rowly 
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rowly underſtand Chriſtiagivy ; - that 'n- 
KruEt others to-praQtice it; and diſtribure 
mtheir Mannors well-order'd Alms:to the 
Poor of the County j but they will not 
quit any thing of their Intereſts :- Tis they 
advance them ſometimes even beyond the 
bounds of Equity,” Fain' they would-be 
well at Courr with every'one * butithe 
Chimera of their Birth and Quality: is ſo 
ſtrong in their Head, that they become in- 
fupportablero allthe Nobiliry of their own 
County ; and are ſo jealous of their Lord- 
ſhips and Rights, that they forget all:the 
- care they ought to have of : Charity and 
Edification, This /Prelate ſo ſet-upot1 his 
Duty, is inflexible when the FunEiong of 
his Miniſtry are'in queftion : Heralks of 
nothing now but his Power his great zeal 
to exerciſe his Power ia Eccleſiaſtical 
Judgments according to the rigor of- the 
Canons, and to hold up evenunto the'pre- 
judice of Edification , the intereſt of his 
Dignity. Bur after all, the matter well con» 
ſider'd, ways there are more mild- and 
Chriſtian-like to defend his Rights, then 
thoſe of Haughrineſs and Authorty : and 
ordinarily he makes uſe of his Authority 
too-much, only to ſupply his- want of merit 
and conceal his weakneſs. "This Lady: has 
an admirable indifference for all things, 
t 
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mer humane and: 
And Obriſtian Charny 1 1. rarely practie'd 


but:is To wedded-to' her olvn'Fancy,: that 
ſhe paſſionately defends all her Sentiments. 
She) is the moſt moderate1Perſon; in abe 
Warld ; but. her Moderation: ſaves her 
as an as: ſhe-finds her-Jacereftini.any Ab 
fair mixt with thoſe of others. She 

kindly ane one: except: her Creditors: 
She is b and modeſt, . buthas grron 
Jous\Niceties in [of Reputation. Tis 
this belf-love. is ſoiexatt 10 obſerve 
Civility in: Works of Charity : "2Toul 
ſhouldoſhe not pay'ber:[)evains 
ro ailiok»Relation, 4 though i larle eltcem'd; 
or not to be one ata Work wath' hee 
beſt-Friends, leaſt ſhe ſhould :appeariflan- 
gular nor to. give ito. wiBox«carnes ſhe 
eſteems and values. [In ney theſeare bur 
Jow-and fel-cadedRegaids :men at outof 
y Conſiderations; 


in ts purity. - 
-|/Phere is an inhavy. of ather Illuſions 1 
Hloncnniagion, a lictke- attention to 
our ſelves/will make/ us reflection: . As:to 
CY the'[Pruch , where Chargy ob- 
ro; declare it, ourof a too humane fear 
6% dal or- ſome other” inconvenience. ; 
"To forbear;giving Alms, to avoid the-va- 
nity one-is ſubje&ttoin givingthem z1:To 
-(Kcandalize ones dT out of t ah. 
e 
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defire to edifie pal __ Charity 
ander pretext to ſeit; To givepor- 
don'd raiſes to what one would diſcom- 
mend ; To invent ſubtle DetraQtions in- 
croduc'dwih great Cemmendations , to 
deſtroy more methodically thoſ&-one would 
ruine; To mend with artificial Fetches 
what one would mar; To comfort a mi- 
ſerable Perſon, and blaſt the Credit of one 
That 18 happy; To impoſe a Yoke on our 
Neighbour which he cannot bear; To be 
euling others, andto beones ſelf irregular; 
"To ſeek after Hnfidels 40 convert them, 
and not toJove our Brethren; To ſee-evil 
and not to examine it ; To condemn 
Wwithouribeing inform?d ; To uſe for ones 
peculiar Intereſt the 'Talents one has'to be 


mſeful ro his —_ T'o draw to 
ones ſelf, by the Miniſtry of the Ward of 
God , the Eſteem of thoſe one ought to 
draw to God himſelf only ; To dillipate 
ones ſelf, by inſtruſting them z To impo- 
veriſh ones. ſelf by enriching them with 
ones Lights; Ta be too fondot the ſucceſs, 
; and purſue it with more inquietude then 
one ought in the exerciſe of Charity ; In 
Gne, che very perfecteſt ats of Charity 
are-but, meer Il|u{ions, when they 'are con- 
trary to the perfection of that State where- 
uato God has call'd one. As for Rood 
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ple, If a Carthufen, who-ought to: leads 
ſolitary life , by oder yo [4 
or if a Carmelite would. from his Grate: 
conyert the World by the Intrigues of his- 
DireRtion : for both the one and the other 
would act therein contrary to their Voca-- 
tion, ' But *cis obſervable that if Charit 
be ſubje to all theſe Nlufions, in ref] 
of its Principle ; yer *tis not fubjeRt roanyy 
in reſpect of irs objet : for when the mo-- 
tive of it is pure, *tisalways Jeſus Chrift one: 
aſliſts 1n-rhe Poor-and the Afﬀicted, altho- 
it be an Impoſture that is aſſiſted ; becauſe: 
"tis Feſns Chriſt alone one has in view” 
when he aCts like a Chriſtian. Afrer all,cxa»- 
mining thorowly theſe divers ſorts of Illuſt- 
ons, one Will find they are all-bur the rea]! 
rielt enemy of Charity.. 

Bar *t+to be fear'd leſt, .endeavouring: 
to refine Charity-overmuch by a-too fri : 
obſervation of theſe Illuſions, the greateld- 
part whereof ſeldom the exerciſe of- 
this Vertue be rendred ſo*difficule- that its 
actice be wholly ruin'd: For 'useafily (aid; 

is expos'd toſo many occalions of Vas - 

nity, and to ſo many Imperfections through: 
the ney his Condition, that *tis to- 
render the uſe of Charity impoſlibleto pre-- 
tend be muſt entiſe & Go purely, [t ſeems: 
! . Þ eyen? 
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even that God ſerves himlelf of the Imper- 
feQions of Man, that the' Poor may be re- 
lieved ; yet he wouldnot be: ſo, if it de- 
pended on ſopure a' praftice of this Ver- 
rae. I affirm the Poor ate frequently: a( 
fiſted, rhrough the Vaniry and other In1- 
 perfections of thoſe that ſuccour them: 
for Man commonly as as Man , thar is 
to ſay, very imperfetly : But is that a 
reaſon his Eyes ſhould not be open to ob-= 
pe him. co refle& on't? If God'makes uſe 
of our Paſſions as the moſt ordinary” ln« 
ftruments of his Deſigns ; If rhe' moſt'{6- 
cret ſprings of hs Providence for the ac- 
compliſhment of great Events, are moſt 
commonly ſer orf wotk by the [ntrigee' of 
Intereſt or Arbition of Men ; And it his: 
Wiſdom is ſo worderfut as ro draw From 
thoſe corrupted e# x yok 1 —po 
the puteſt Dray 18 Glory : as 
Much as'to en maſt rior dere to ſpetk 
#gunft Paſſiots, and advertife Mari of his 
welkneſt, becauſt God rakes uſe thereof 
46 Govern the World ;- 48\ he do's of the 
Vanity of preat Men to ſupply the Wants 
iy 0 evandunty tomatained for the 
iy (elf abundantly tecomper r the 
Hari } tiave taken ro clezr fo hoſe by 
Picterheal theſe Illfions ro which Ode? 


to 
th 


#ſubjeQt; if it may ſerve any ons 
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thereon, and to -practiſe. ſometimes this + 
Vertue with more purity : 'And I hope 
God will bleſs the intentions I have had, to 
vr punt Yr7-0a theuſe of ir; by the 
huge and difin - face thereof-him» - 
ſelf basſbewn me.” Bur, when Charity ſhall | 
- fully Piaget! ws eres that'ob» - 
cure 11, a m 4a e 1mpure | 
that corrupt it : wemuſtthink of = 
to acquire this Vertue, anni. wy 
ever Contrary. a vpuny. ot- 
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The Means to acquire Canons has: 
rit Y- 


\\Here is no Rule methodically 26. ac-" 
” anfy ro. Chari ves Grpnuof 
al Habit, and a Gi purely from 
- But as-a Chriſtian, by - 
may: diſpole- m Min w Foe yo i 
as 1t:is, by deſtroym 
obſtinacy, .preſumption, and - - -—o 'to * 
Error,and that natural propenſity that leads 
to Incredulity : So-may:. he. ares the: ſame- 
manner. diſpoſe bialf to attain Charity, - 
iF he -roots. the-obſtacles of it ourof his-+ 
heart... For-.this. Vertue finds yery great” 
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evitesin the heart of Man: whereof I will! 
{ot & touch: 6n/ the principal 5 withour 
Lon tuſororh en 
the Illuſions, et are | 
alſvimpoditents ro Charity, | 
'The greateſt of - _- to Chintity 
# that Worldly {6 'oppofire' to the. 
Spirir of Feſau C wy That Prudence of 
the Fleſh, that Pride of the Ape,” and all 
chat” vain  Oftertiaion: which reighe 1d. 
muck intheCountrdf Great met! whers 
ih Worldly wiſdom teaches theſe abomis 
nable Maxims, ( viz. ). To deſtroy. by 
ſubtle Artifices ohes Neighbpur's Rep: 
tation.; To diſcredit him inthe oginion,gf- 
ſheh-as eftvent him: "I's violate the n wy 
holy Rights, turn all things wt” 20h 
to-attain what one pretends to, and to 
SMaridite ones Telf, Fi by this fame 
ft yothg Gentlemen are raughrthiar 
4s 4 Gentleman's Vertue; 
it is 4/pi6ce"' of Cowardiſt to ya | 
Harteds,' Envies, fealoriles, lies : 
Eitertiouſne and Ambition , great'l 
ts, violent Paſſions, which are the cotm< 
mon effeQz of this —_ , reigns fo powers 
folly inthe Great of this World, that they. 
love not rooth For the leaſt k TLIC 
rity. Therefore the Apoſtle Tays,” He 
ll become a frientl of Sh z#br 18,” becomit's 
ant enemy of Gods. There: 
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of CBrifivantty. 
There-is another Spirit itt the World: 
Fl more < ro this Yertue 3 the 
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Spirit of Di Rule, ſture, 'and Di” 
Dinbling Whoſe ah ey e'ws ief- 
our mp this. tohap! 
| kcy of Pleſk; "which ogly feeks to. 
eſtabliſh it RIF by” ſhameful ant wicked 
Treacheries , and by all the depraved- 
gemch the Wofld 71 have been ſpeak- 
of,” and which renjer the Life of a 
{$42 ſtian a thonſtroiis Life z, rhat” is, full 
*of Paſſions, Anitmgfiries, Knavery and Per- 
Bdioufnefs. Theſe'are the Machines Men 
 mhakeuſeof to room their Entnities,.. 


_ by everlaſting Wranglings, and to make 
ey "Tribunals ring Fith theit Injaſtices. 


: PI yn hin of the Spirit” of Obſk.. 
ales; 


kj of Judg- 
ments and Opinions m warters of Religion; 
tror of all F(t Factious gp which ar 


ls aflict-Chriſtianity. memory 
5 orders they have cauſed j6 the 
Aller AM fret nous 30s coſe 
tis comprehend the importance of it : 

there is nothing tnore capable of dividing: 
the hearts. of rhe People, then different: 
Tadgments 10 iy ar 
©. Being given jo Pleafures, to Delights, to. 
Wagero TIFE rents, to Gaming, to- 
Rior,, 
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 - Riot, and Delicacy, is alſo a great obſtacle-- 
to this Spirit of Charity we are in queſt of, 
» 'Theſe ſtately. Houſes ,, proud rich Fur- 
nitures, ſumptuous Tables, . new. Faſhions - 
:a Clothes, which ſhew nothing. but wan- - 
tonneſs ; Theſe: Vanities of worldly La- 
om _ On un eng them, _ 

rofuſe. Exp! . of - voluptuous ſenſual - 

Perſons DT with ihe Delights of 
the Age, doo forcibly dry.up.in the hearts 
of Worldlings this holy Union of Cha- 
rity, that there remains not any ſign of at : 
in all thoſe who-are .pſunged in. Vanity, 
For how can a Woman that. denies no- 
thing to her Pleaſure, and loves only her 
ſelf ,. be rouch'd with any ſentiments of ' 
Charity ? She ſhuts her Eyes againſt the 
poverty of the neceflitous, ſhe will not ſee - 
x, nor ſo much- as take notice of it, that : 
ſhe may nor ſquander the Fund the de- - 
Ggns for her Vanity, by the Aſſiſtance ſhe - 
ſhould. be oblig'd to give him thatdem 
it. in Gods. name : And.hence it is Feſ@# + 
Chrift . ſo often ſhakes. with cold,. inthe + 
Perſon of the P6or at the Gate of the Rich, , 
without being taken notice of.; for he .us.: 
only buſted about himſelf. : 

What ſhall I ay. of thoſe perpetual Ha- 
treds and inveterate Averſians, which Men 
(a. ſcandalouſly retain ? they can. neither 
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ſpeak to-,/' nor ſo: muchas look: on! one- 
that bath affronted them; and believe their 
Reſentment juſt, becauſe they: have: been 
injur'd;./Whar is niore cbatrary to the'Spi- 
rir of Chriſtianity, »whch cannat or 
as ſuffer coldneſs or indifferency ? 'F 
flatrer-themſclves too, as they q-- their 
roogs wo in their Hatreds and Averſi. 
ons; "They believe'they will} no ill to him 
that has offended them: when any Misfor- 
tane befallshim, they triumplfor: joy ar'io2 
And when:they ay, I wiſh bimno 1ll; bur 
carinot endure to fee him, nor! have to do 
o_ him; this theycall lovymg like aChri- 


hens Skcewife I know nor whas ayre 


repugnAt es pre in the natural 
Ce Wis, nd, of Senor, 
of Abiticy ; at-yos Freda wa reyes 


Wl Qualities which, if one takes nor great care, 
| wito infpire a love and: eſteem of ones. 
flf: For is nawral for hins thar has re- 
ceived more to undervalue him that. has. 
teceivel le But whilſt he thinks to! di- 
CITIES Sow VID 'thefe Ad> 
rages, he his ſpiric, ” ehd cvs 
arenas” Aoocr of the' moſt 
hari 


oy For the reſt, 
orig hasſhat*d in the diſtribution! of 


wand of ſupernatural -Gifty, — 


van 
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to the meaſure of Grace ; There is no 
| Chriſtian but may take notice of ſome par- 
ticular Gift his Brother has received from 
God, wherewith himſelf has not been: fa- 
vour'd. ThusS. Pau conſiders mS, Peter! 
his Primacy,and again'S.Peter conſiders in 
S. Paul the high Wiſdom: he had received 
| from Heaven. S. Anthony on| in 
'his Brethren thoſe Vertues bi elf had 
not,. to honor them the more. Tis in this 
manner that the Chriſtian who has wit, 
elteems one who has Vertue and Good+ 
nef3. The Learned admires the- Diſpatch 
of the Man of Buſineſs ; "The Man of Bu- 
fineſs praiſes rhe Capacity of the Learned. 
In fine, thus *ris that Charity makes the Su- 
perior not eſteem. his own Dignity above 
others, but the Vertue and Merit of thoſe 
he Commands: And whilft he cxcteriourly: 
Commands them, he humbles himſelf in- 
teriourly before them ;. and they on theis 
fide reſpe&t-in him his Power and Authos 
rity, and kindly ſubmit ro bis Conduct. 
_ Laſily it may be aid, that the greateſt 
obſtacle to Charity, is. the Immoderate 
love of Riches ;. for this love cauſes Im- 
Fakes Hettn infact, Congo: 
ce, Pride, Infolence, Contempt 
af the Poor,and an entire corruption of Spie 
rit. And axthis reſtleſs care 0 preſerving 
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. ritable in his abundance ; his; Wealth. was 
- fo far/from being an obſtacle to his Cha- 
rity, that: it was & means for his'better pre- 
"Qtiling it. He was,' as himſclf ſays, The 


hiz Goods poiſons the'Soul' of the Rich, ſo 
Covetouſneſs is the moſt abominable of 
all Vices, .and molt appalite to. Charity ; 


- For the eſſential Charger of Avarice-is a 


falſe Prudence of the Fleſh, all whoſe 
Deſignsand Thoughts bound themſelves 
in the Perſon by ic ; ſo that his 
Heart is locked up to all: Sentiments of 
pity for: the Wants of the Poor. A Man 
darkens his ſpirix by the Vapors of ſo car- 
ol: a Paſſion ; he | faxes; his Heart to the 
Goods: of the Earth, as to hs wo 
Good : 1f others poſleſi them, he unjuſt]y 


ſcixes them ; be. covers them criminally, 


if he cannot get them, and violates what's 
.moſt ſacred; zn Society to enrich , himſelf 


—_ kis/Conſcience, againſt which be 


: \; Bue\ it aught to. be obſerved, that *cis 
abt ſo,much the Riches zoſpirethis Spirit - 


of Hardneſs and Injuſtice, as the nay 
great « loye on them : For Fob was Cha- 


father of the poor, and protetior of the af- 


- flifted ; Hi dvor was always. open to thoſe 
in _nece{ſity, and with the wool of bus ſheep 
be, clad he naked ; He was the ſupport of 
| | TY 


1208 .'\Fbe \Sprirtin [ 
rhe. wie: and fatherlkeſs ', the 2ravellet 


Was welcom to bu houſe; And be refuſed 
bes to any in mew tas crat'd ba | 


Beſides this good-uſe: \chaveughtits! be | 


made of Ribhes according ro the:example 


of: Fob whale. ſerye-as 4/ pattern 
ro - Chri === hearts Che 


rity : / ec oattait) this Vers 
rue, > heres ene cqrmugication- with as | 


rand 2Meditation. : "Fs 
Norer tlſs lights teke-birch 

28 -the -aoſt pure 
EEE in Charty.and- carb of 


or; the. OEEED 


form? + aiſoxbe s zh 


Se. Tenge 7 > which 
s of Prayer, 104048 whith' 

op ferwoun of i#bis Vartue : For Cha- 
Trity' becomes cold-when the' Heart becomss 
Flent; ſayshis-grear Shine. 'Fhus one can- 
-not be-Charitable, withqut being Devout ; 
- becauſe /Devotion*is + the- molt common 
»nduriſhment of :the love of God and our 
- Neighbour. - This love grows cold by the 
diſtraQion- of Buſineſs, and is even-extin> 
-guiſhed by the diſquiets of a tos bube Life. 
4a offe&t, che -trus ſaurce of Charity ,- as 

Tertuilian 


4h, ol ge ought 20. be performed i 
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Zertollian affures vs, is renouncin 
bv of the Ward nd eee 
r 


nw tor ce the Heart, by 1 the confidence they 
give it in fo frail a Om that of 


| Riches. 


Likewiſe there is n | more capable 
to inflame Charity in the of a Chri- 
Ttian, then's fervent and lively Faich, 'am- 
Thared with. perfe&t Confidence in God : 
For the Fire of kindles it ſelf 
at the Ardors of Faith , which _ 2 
Chriſtian a&. like a Child of God, and lo 
he 'Poor/ as his Brother; ln fine, the 
and: way,to acquirethis, Vertue, 
3s by; little and lirtle to accuſtom our ſelyes 
0 practiſe Works of it : peg ring 


the Priſoner ,. comfo the 
bripingrboNe Neceſlito ering. toe AS the 1g- 
are Attions may Pill 


Oiffienty, he becomes 


inſeeſibly Charitable , and attains that 


heavenly Wiſdom which is the portion of 
the Humble ; and which without Study or 
Reaſoning! pours into the Heart that inte- 
nour U of the Rae of Gad, which 
reaches'to love. our hbour. Bur ; it is 
not ſufficient to'teach « Chriſtian the Means 
to become Charitable : he muſt alſo, to en- 

L courage 


courage bim't& became fo; 'be ſhew*d his 
bo ogrerh t0' ne hes eg 
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. The wery. poverful "Merines $0,637 
cite -a 'Chriſtian.' ts. acquire the 
Fertwe of Charity. >r 


Ts bel Motive 15, That withour be- 
7 Arden cannot bea Chri- 
ee is in Obarity alone 'conſiſts 

ng true Spirit of Chriſtidniry,” 'Narbre 
zeaches Man to hve with Man, but Grace 
> vio np This is, ſays S. Paw, 
roll cogent f Me fn of the New 7; 


Ae all thy the bed diy Fo Co 


_—— OY == " 2 


Goſpel' poines.only at the praice of this 


Vertue, which/alone is the (ok and ſub- 
ſtance of Chriſtian Perfeftion. Without 
C o__ ſays the Apoſtle, neitber Faith, 
V eb "ef HA rr nor the 

s of Tongue 
£fe hogs Sex. ip con nfs a+ fgr Sp in 
fight of God. 'It is Charity perfedts Man, 
reihes his Reaſon, and fan&ifies = his 
Actions. 
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AdQtions/; This makes humble, and an- 
makes proud: becauſeirnouriſhes Humility, 
and choaks Pride. All Vertues becotnt ut. 
profitable, and: all good Works fruuleſito 
hin that is not Charitable. *Tis Charity 
that warms the Faithfu}, that animates his 
Hopes, and that juſtifies a Sinner. One 
may enter. into the Marriage-Chamber of: 
os our gy Talk i, be 

inary.life of « Chri- 
ſttan ini the exerciſe of a fatbful and per- 
feverant Charity , may ſometitnes be as 
meritorious in .the of God, as the 
moſt heroick 'of the-Marcyrs ; 
becaaſe every Aﬀtion' of Charity, "by the 
nature of 'ity Motive, 14 a feeretSacrifier 
of his Intereſt or'of bis Pleafure,- and-ever 
—__ agony uleiMlave, 


nope 
for. mg hr es this- 
ton 


Vertue; :' Jr! is only th 
the Works. .of Picty are an»: This 
enobles the -meane( ry Tags the 
weakeſt become ſirong, when 
a-hetle:ſiſtain'd [by- 1+: and us n _ 
greatneſs of the things done for- 
renders-them. Ra Kh butyhe _ 
. 3 
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neſs of the -Charity wherewith they are 
done. In brief ; this' heavenly-Verrue, 
which is the pureſt food of the Soul, ſan- 
Qikes even natural DefeAs and.rhe- groſ- 
ſeſt ImperfeCtions ; and covers'that mult 
rude of Sins whereunts Man is ſabject 
rhrough the weakneſs of his Condition, as 

the Apoſtle ſays. Let ns then ſeek after 
no other Practice of Devotion, ſince this 
alone contains all other Prattices , as 
St. Joby inftrufts us ; ler us not ſtrain our 
Wits, according to the Spirit of this « Ages 
with vain ——_— , 1n queſt of new 
ways'to-arrive at PerfeQtion : -Ler: us con- 
rent ovr ſelves with this the Saviour of the 
World has marked our” ts us ;' ler us: ſer: 
our heart on ''rhis Verrue he moſt recom- 
mends to us ; let us not ſhifle:in our ſelves 
this divine fire whereof Faith kindles the 
firſt flames in our hearts. ' Ler us/love our: 
Brethren ſincerely, ————— 
Bread, and have all the ſame if w6 
canhot contribute our Goods towards ſuc- 
couring the Poor, at leaſderus ſigh ro God 
for him ; and thereby i} ſome' manner: 
comfort him what we can for the ſhame 
he undergoes to ſigh ſo often to Men, im- 
origi affftonoe Is fine, let us'not 
by our' hard-heartednefs difhonor the: holy 
Name WER, a Name ET 
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and bounty ; and fince without being Cha- 
ritable one-.cannot be a Chriſtan, let us be- 
Chatitable in effeft;, not to be only Chri-. 
fhans in ideg. The. reciprocal need Men. 
bave of one another, is the foundation of 
their Society,. and the natural principle of / 
their Union ; And ſhall not Charity be a: 
bond ſtrong enough to unite Chriſtians by- 
the reciprocal obligations they have to af 
fiſt 'exchr other ?- for rhe: Rich- ought to- 
belp the Poor before Men, as the Poor help - 
the Rich" before God; mm that the- miſery - 
of the one, becomes the fountain of+ the. 
others merit and happineſs. | 

{ 1 'P'tie Second Motive to acquire Chanty, . 
is the pain wherewith God ſo ſeverely pu-- 
miſhes him | that is not provided with this 
Verrue In effect;-as it 1s to break the At- 
hanceot the 'New 'Teftament , and after a 
manner renounce-the Goſpel, nat. to love 
ones Neighbour; there, i, nothing: more 
terriblethen theſe. Puniſhments wherewith 
the holy- Scriptures + threatens ther :thac 
have not-this love; 4nd #484906 juft, ſaith 
S.Chryſoſtom, that be-who does no kindneſs, 
ſhould receive nont ? But how dreadful a 
Judgment does the Saviour of the World 
pronounce- againſt thoſe 'Scribes- Hhereot 
8t. Mark ſpeaks, who devour with fuch 
injuſltice::and violence the Goods of Wi. 
by * dows £ 
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dows + What  Maledictions: againſt thofe: 
&ruel and. mercileſs Phariſees: whereof 
St. Matthew! ſpeaks 2 Virginity”. how 
plealing ſocyer:to God, through: the: luſtre 
of its purity, ts a Vertue reproved in the 
Goſpel, when ſever'd from Charity.” The 
fooliſh Virgins, far from..being received at 
the Nuprtials of the Lamb, were treated-as 
umpudent: Women ; becauſe they: took na 
careto make that provifion of this /Qyl of 
the Goſpel, which s the figure of/Charity« 
In: vam they renounced Pleaſure, /t9 ems 
brace Chaſtity; all their Vertues avail 
them nothing to juſtihe them to the Bride- 
groom, who. ſpake to: them«theſe words 
fol of: contetnpt, 1-know-you not:; Oh £ 
af write Virgins are treared {@; ſeverely;;by 
the $on-ob God :: if the, wiſdom at: their 
Conduct, 1t the command over ther De- 
Gres, af che purity of their-Heart, if fo many 
victories obtain'd: over {o.frail- fleth and 
fo weak a-Sex:; In fine, 1f .even-the perſe+ 
vefrance of their Vertue1s-fruitleſs 19. them:3 
What will become of thoſe Virgins thag 
lead fuch licentious and. ſcandalous lives? 
But with what ſhacpnels do's Feſas Chriſh 
condemn his own Difctples, becauſe they 
advis'd him, through want of Charny,.to 
make fire fall from Heeven upon-the S& 


w8#itrmxthat would not receive hign:? Tow 
know» 
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know not, (aid he, of what ſpirit you are, 
and how far *cis contrary to mine. - Is not 
the-puniſhment of che wicked.rich man. ig 
the: Goſpel -a moſt dreadful Example ? 
and: the Treatment he receiv'd, 1s-ir not. 
terrible ?- After all, what Crime had he 
committed ? he had not been Charitable ; 
The hardneſs of bus beart, ſays St. Chryſo» 
' ſflowmyavas, the: cauſe of his of But O my. 
God; how-ſevere and dreadful a Judge art. 
thou {| for-this-rich man had done wrong 
to none : he made uſe of rhe Riches thou 
hadſt beſtowed upon him, watkout doing 
any Violence:or-Injuſtice. "Tis true, bur 
the. mes: of bis [Tabley the. fums» 
ptuou of (þis Houſe. bis Oppulency; 
as innogent- as; it 4 ,.. cry. for; Vengeance 
before God becauſe he employ?'d. not his 
Goods) to:irehieve. the  Neceſluies of the 
Poor, | Lookthen to your ſclves you Great 
enes of 'tte.'Earth:; Jf proſperity be in 
your'- Houſes, at- you live.at eaſe ,. af all 
things ſucceed. to- your :defires;"T'remble 
amidſt theſe/ remporal Bleflings :. All your. 
pood Fortune: is-'only; a.mark of your Re- 
> probation. unle(s.,you''are Charitable, 
Powes, Riches, Honours, you are bur 
wmpediments .to Salvation, if. yau be nor 
employ'd /in.afliſting the Poor, and pros 
2eQing.him, that is an, oppreſiion. es ol 


'UMI 
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the Rich-could love the Poor, he would be: 
faved ; and his Riches which are true evils,. 


would become true goods.Bur cani'one hear: 
without terror thoſe threatning words'of 


the Goſpel, capable of themſelves alone to: 


make tremble the Great ones that: live'1n 
all abundance. Wo to you rich of the earth ! 
And why ? Becauſe God, who is juſt, a+ 
bandons the Rich to their own | 
and ſtrikes them with an inward blind- 
neſs, which makes them inſenſible of all 
the motions of Grace, and all the lights of 
Heaven. This falſe Tranquility, and dan» 
gerous Peace they enjoy, is ſomerimes one 
of the moſt terrible torments. wherewith 
God puniſhes their hard-heartedneſs ; and 
*tis ati i ffored ſign he leaves ther 20/1m-- 


penitency; But how great will be-the- 


confuſion and aſtoniſhment of the Repro= 
bate , when he ſhall appear before the. 
dreadful: Tribunal of-the:laſt Judgment; 
to hear this terrible Sentence which'an'. 
offended God ſhall pronounce4n the 'fury. 


of his rage and indignation ?* Away/from- 


me you curſed into fire everlaſting for I' 


was hungry, and you gave me not to eat ; 

I as thirſty, and you gave me net to 
drink ; I was naked, pulls ou cloathed me 
not. O' cruel torments, for a ; Soul to ſee her. 
ſelf eternally depriv'd of God, and aban-. 


don'd | 
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don'd to her own deſpair ; becauſe being 
, Ga ſhe was not vmms [t is not 
Impudicity, Envy, Choler, Violence 
or Blaſpheny , God ſpeaks in his laſt 
Judgment to condemn theſe Crimes ; he 
only ſpeaks of Inſenſibility towards the 
Poor; And fudgment wit hout mercy to hims 
that ſhews wot mercy, asthe Apoſtle.affures 
us.” It is thus thoſe mercileſs Souls ſhall 
be treated that have not been moved with 
the miſeries of their Brethren. But can any 
one bear in mind the thoughts of this 
dreadful Tribunal, and not be Charitable ? 
And what hope can he have of the mercy 
of God, when' himſelt has + none. ? 


?Tis's fign one 'has' no Fai hen he 1s 
not- feis'd with horror at ſuctferrible Me- 
naces, and that would make. one tremble 
when ſeriouſly conkder'd : for the Threats 


ey noe ir vain ; and he-is/ as 
| [tn bis' Fudgments, as he is amia- 
- If yer there be any found infenſible 'of 
theſe Reaſons,, - becauſe their Eflets are 

at a diſtance; let him at leaſt conſider 

\ after -what 'manner God exerciſes his 
Judgments'in this Life on ſuch | Chriſti 

ans as have not Charity : let him treme 
ble'art reading in the Apocalyps the thun = 
dering Menaces. wherewith «uh —_ 

| u 
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Judgs who carries a ſharp Sword im his 


Mouth, and holds Death ferter'd in Irons, 


ftrikes thoſe firſt Paſtors 'of the' Churches 
of Aſia, becauſe their Charity,.the Seal as 
x were.of their Character and-Sparit of- 
their Vocation, was grown cold. Let him 
behold with'trembling the terriblePuniſh- 
ment of: that- unhappy Saprice mention'd 
by Metapbnaſtres o-who after the Rigprs of 
a ſevere. Priſon, after the Conflits-be had 
reſolutely ſuſtain'd before his Judge 1n de- 
fence of -his: Faith; loſt his Crown. at the 
very point of receiving it, and of a Mar- 


hay ca: aheed 
cauſe he nat forgive;his ran 
Injury. - 'ſhall L ſay of thoſe fearful 
Pains w th God puniſhes. in this Life; 


the ſhameful attaſh the Rich hape to the 
Goods of the Earth; — ___ up 
a prey totherr Appetites, vingtthem 
inan uttesforgettulneſs of their;Salyatian? 
For a rich Man, _ S, __ | 
the bowels of Charity againf#\p17; Neig b- 
rH: at tbe a time [but thoſe of Gas 
Mercy againſt himſelf; and by treating [0 
coldly Jeſus Chriſt in the--Perſois. of the 
Poor, ſhews. by bis bard-heartedneſs that 
be fears-not ta bave bim:for his Judge, 
whom be would not acknowledge: for bi 
Brother. ' It is a Heart preload 
nar: 


ww 


| 
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him ta! blindneG-and 'inſenſibily at h 
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rich II diespn SEE leaves 
vaſt Wealth to his/oftdn unkaown Heirs, 


without , ſhare ro the Poor,; 

age tears becauſe: God 

rey tering fn. dls re _ 
ing in at leaſt w 

has 2 ng; nyhae Death will ſoon ſnacch 

ek, But thus is a Refleftion a.zich _ 

Man' is aot-wonhy of ; God "4 


Death, in puniſhment of his har 
neſs during bis Life; to-make him-feel all 

cho1weight ef bis Jabice,thas regarded not 
his Mercy, which he flighted in > lighting 
the Poor. 

"Tis from this-infolent contempt that 
there ariſe'ſo many Diſorders in Families ; 
hence comes the ..:2e of Houſes, the Lof- 
ſes, the publick Defamations, and all x 
ſha Faults of particular Perſons. 
Providence of | God permits to: fall into 
theſe Misfortunes, thoſe -who whilſt they 
wa profeſſion” of Chriſtianity , had-nor 


any 
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any ſentiment of love: or tenderneſs for 
their Neighbour; and were Chriſtians, but 
had not the"Spiric of! CharaRer of a/Cbris 
Nay 'Bur if the greatneſs of the Fhreats 
of the Son of God is able to frighten us, 
the greatneſs of his Recompences ought to 
have much more power! over: our : 
to touch thetn. TITG > 0990 Terty 1 A 

This is the” Third Motive. Im-1o'fhort |. 
a Treatiſe avI propos'dto my ſelf, ivwould | 
be difficult ro comprehend all the Rewarts 
God has promi'sd to Charity: ; . the: Scri- 
pture 1s full of them. ”Fis to:this V 
God has promiis'd an” unconcern: for tem- 
poral Goods, firnneſFof: Faith, purity of 
Manners, the comfort 'of a'good Conſe 
ence, tenderneſs'of Devotion,: unſhakable 
perſeverance in Vertue, and the. infallible 
recompence of Salvation. ' God enga 
himſelf to pardon every thing in con 
ration of Charity ; for. it is the ordipary 
propitiation of Sin, One Alms, oneattion 
of Clemency, the pardon” of one 1rury, 
one work of Mercy, is able to hide all the 
Faults that humane frailty can make us 
commit : Nothing purifies ſo much the 
Conſcience , nothing cleanſes more: the 
Mind, then Alms-deeds. How many {m- 
ple and humble Perſons: have render'd 


themſelves worthy to'penetrate the Myſte- 
ries 
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ries of the holy Scriptures, and enter into 
Ar pf preg en ht of their 

ity ? It 1s a ſure 10n againſt 
the fravly of Man, and axiiih the-occa- . 
fiongof offending God : ſince it reſiſts Sin, 
as the Scripture ſays. 7t x, ſanh St. Am 
broſe, the remedy againſt all Diſorders Man 
is ſubje# to. This is of all-other the moſt 
powerful Mediatour 49 Feſaw-Chrif ; for 
it continually ſolicits-. this '{evere Judge, 
who.i#s inflexible to all but Alms. This 
poor Man whem you have Clothed, this 
ſick Man you-have Viſited, this innocent 
Creature 140-whom -you have-grven your 
ion, and this aflifted Soul whom 
you have comforted, is Feſas.Chriſi : For 
fince Feſus Chriſt has told-us that we do to 
him what we do to the leaft of his Servants ; 
There 45 no difference, ſays St. Chryſoſtom, 


between giving to the Poor, and prving to 
Feſus Chip. Af then the Poor are '% In 
cates to God, if their Interceffion is- the 
moſt afſur'd affiftance rhe Rich can expect 
from thert Riches 1n wp Wha Day of 
the univerſal Judgment ; place your 
in this Treaſure of Gods Merci , kei 
neither Thieves nor Cortuption can have 
acceſs. 'Nay be affur'd that *ris your Cha- 
rity which will draw upon'you-the aflift- 
ance of Heayen in your - Ro Occaſt 
ons, 
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ons, and in the afflifting Tribulations 
whereto the miſery 'of our Condition is 
ſo ſubjeRt. For if you are Charitable, God 
will be faithful tothe , Promiſes! he! has 
made in his Prophet, Tuu ſhall no ſooner 
open your mouth to call bim to year aiagthen 
be will anſwer, Here I am. | 

But what blindneſs is it in a Chriſtian to 
have it in his power to merit Heaven by a 
Glaſs of Water, or a Morſel of Bread given 
0a poor Man out of the motive of Chriſtian 
Charity ; and ro refuſe it ham? With what 
face can he beg pardon of God daily, if 
himſelf pardons not ? Would you have 
others take pity on you ? take pity; on 
ethers. Do you crave Favours? do them 
your ſelf.. Do not judge, if you. will not 
be judged ; for as you treat your Neigh- 
bour, your ſelf ſhall alſo be treated. After 
all, what Recompence can move a Chri- 
ſlians Heart, if Heaven cannot, that com- 
prebends in it ſelf alone all Rewards ; and 
x only promis'd to the Charitable? For 
the Goſpel tcaches us that the Saviour of 
the, World in that terrible Day wherein he 
ſhall Judge the Univerſe, will ſhew mercy 
only' to thoſe. that have. been, merciful : 
ſince: in opening the Heavens to his Elect 
he will ſay, to. them. theſe words, | Tow 2uho 
have chthed and fed me in the perſan of the 


Poor, 


Poor, come receive aneternal reward which 
I bave prepar'd for your mercies. Behold, 
what the price 1s of Chriſtian Charity : it 
merits an.eternal recompence by a piece of 
Bread given to a'poor Man for the love of 
TFeſws Chriſt ; it gains heavenly Goods by 
earthly ones, and for periſhable Riches re- 
ceives thoſe will never periſh: Behold 
what Vertue the Spirit of Chriſtianity has: 
m it ro produce the ſolid fruits of Ererni- 
ry, by mean, weak, and ſlight Works : 
For how many Chriſtians are there that 
ſanQifie a Life, in' other reſpects but ordi- 
nary, nay ſometimes imperfect, by the ſole 
exerciſe of Chariry ? How many Souls have 
beerr rais'd to-a ſublime perfettion by the 
only praCtice of this Vertue , which in- 
cludes in it (elf all the perfetion of Chri-- 
ſhanity ? 

Theſe are Motives capable to make im-- 
prefſiorr on a Heart that is prevented by 
the light of Faith, and is really rouch'd' 
with the hopes of what our Religion pro- 
poſes to-us, Bur ſ{mmce we are in an 
wherein Chriſtian Charity 1s much cool: 
by the nicety of ſo many new Intereſts 
brought into the World , which divide 
Mens minds : let us endeavour to reinforce 
_—_ of ag ertue by Conſiderations: 

ill more , being its praftice i ſs 
anebey.” M 2 CHAR. 
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CH A P. VIII. 
The Concluſion of this Diſcourſe by 


way of Exhortation, to move Chri» 
Sttans to Charity. 


I the Spirit of Chriſtianity be nothing 
elſe but the Spirit of Charity, as it ap- 
pears by this Diſcourſe ; let us ſee if weare 
Charitable, to judge whether weare Chri- 
ſtians. Forthe Law of Charity is the Law 
of the New Teſtament written in the bot- 
tom of our hearts, by the Impreſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt : So that it would be ſtrange 
that Chriſtians inſtrufted in a School of 
Unity, modell'd by the ſame Maxims, re- 
deemed with the ſame Blood, fed with the 
fame Bread; that have the ſame Faith, the 
ſame Hope, and are one day to be reuni- 
ted in the ſame Glory, ſhould not have 
the ſame Spirit, and love one another. 
But after. all how go's it ? have we Cha- 
rity one for another £ The Luxury, Self- 
mtereſt, Ambition, and-general Irregulari- 
ties of the Manners of this Age, have they 
not ſpread every where the Spirit of Divi- 
fion ? and what judgment ought one to 
make of the Chriſtianity of theſe later 
Times, whereia Animolxics, Jealouſies, 
Law- 
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Law-Suirs, Quarrels, Envies, Calumnies, 
Repinings, Injuſtices, and Revenge, reign 
with ſo much heat ? Were there ever ſeen 
ſo 'many Divifions in Families, ſo many Se+- 
 parations in Marriages, ſuch Coldneſs and 
Indifferency among Relations, fo little 
Union in Communinies, and ſo many «diffe-- 
rent Opinions in Religion ? Men have no 
Charity for thoſe they know, how then can 
they- have any for them they know not ?- 
They love: not ther Kindred , how 'then 
can they-love others ? "They are rigid'to 
their Domeſticks, and can they have any 
tenderneſs for Strangers? Never did Luxu- 
ry more reign in the World, and perhaps 
the Poor were never leſs aſliſted.” Are we 
Chriſtians withfuch languiſhing Manners? 
Thoſe later Times when Men ſhall' hate 
one another; and the Charity of the Faith- 
ful grow ſocold : "Thoſe Times I fay fore- 
told by our Lord, are they-already come ?' 
However, let us tremble, if we have nor 
Charity : For without it all our hopes are 
vain ; and we are degenerated” from the 
Spirit of the firſt Chriſtians, - who FE 
roully renouncing all 'the Goods of the 
Earth, only-rais'd their Minds ro Heaven, 
and made the purity of their Faith'ſhineto/ 
the whole World by the ardor of their” 
Charity. . Let us-then not ſtray our of the 
M 2, lure- 


426 The Spirit | 
ſute way of Salvation "which they bave F 


marked out to- us by the exerciſe of this 
Verrue, they have praftisg'd with ſo much 
Perſeverance and fidelity « Let us not ſti+ 
in our ſelves the ſentimerits of that Spi» 
rir, which our Chriſtianity gives birth to: 
Let us examine our ſelyes, and ſee 1f we 
have that Seal of our Predeſtination fo di» 
ſlintly ſhew'dus in the Goſpel: Let us be 
afraid of loſing the features of this divine 
Character, for fear we loſe at the ſame time 
the marks and ſureſt pledge of our Salvatt» 
on : Let us be touch'd with compaſſion for: 
our Brethren, that God may be touch'd 
with compaſſion for us : Let us afliſt them 
m.their wants, that God may affiſt us in 
ours; Let us be merciful tothem, that he 
may be (oro-us; Letus not judge them, far 
our Judgments mult one day be qudged ; or 
if we judge them, let ir be without con» 
demning them, that we be not condemned ; 
for we ſhall be judged in the ſame manner 
wejudge: Let us not hape Gad will ſtretch 
our ro us his helping hand, if we refuſe help 
to the Aﬀlifted that ask it. What pride 
would it beto behold with ungrateful Eyes 
Feſus Chriſt pouring forth his precious 
\ Blood upon the Croſs for us; and to deny 
him a bit of Bread which he begs of us by 
the mowth of the Poor : And whatunhappi : 
Ne 
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neſs for us, ſhould theſe Riches rhat (gives © 
nothing but inquietude; and which we muſt = 
one day quit, an. obſtacle ro'our 
Salvation; God having given themusonly 
by theirmeansto fave us? How is he 
Shetimibe d uſe of them, abandons 
the love of his Treaſures , to reſerve for 
himſelf none but thoſe of the Riches of 
Gods mercy at the day of his wrath. 

Bur the: Juſtice of this dreadful Judge 
has Secrets and Abyfles impenetrable to 
our underſtanding : Hi3 Grace is not for 
the Rich or Great ones of the Earth, who, 
through monſtrous hardneſs of /heart, are 
become ſoinſen{ible of the motions of pity, 
that they ſee the miſeries of the AMited 
without the leaſt compaſſion. Alaſs, if this 
poor wretch that carries ſorrow in his Face; 
this poor wretch that is your Brother ; in 
fine, thispoor wretch that repreſents Feſws 
Chriſt in perſon cannot move you: what 
can? If you have been ſo cruel to ſhut up 
your bowels againſt his wants : how can 
you have the confidence of the truly faith- 
ful, who-place all rheir hopes in the bowels 
of their Saviour; whence flow thoſe ſprings 
of mercy whick are the ſanuary-ot Sin» 
ners? With what affurance will you ap- 
pear before the Sovereign Tribunal of 
the laſt Judgment, to an accountet 


your 


"ws . 
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your Life to that inflexible Judge, who 
will give to every one ng to his 


works ; if you have been hard and pitileſs 
toall the world ? Bur alaſs, how frightful 


will it be to hear thoſe terrible words of 


the Goſpel, Go you accurſed, and what fok 
lows ; after having negleRed to clothe 
Feſas Chriſt when he was naked, to feed 
him whea he was hungry in thoſe Mem- 
bers whereof he is Head ? He mult be very 
blind, ro think himſelf ſecure againſt the 
Sentence of ſo ſevere a Judge that ſees all 
things, when one-has ſo contemn*d him in 
the perſon of his Brethren. 

Bur it is a dreadful heedleſneſs, and dif- 
mal blindneſs to which Ged uſes to abat- 
don thoſe that permit themſelves to be 
hardned by covetouſneſs and pride: of the 
Grandeurs of t his World ; and that are fo 
cruel to treat their own Brethren more rt 
gidly then they do the: very Beaſts they 
make uſe of for their Vanity: If God will 
ene day\calla Chriſtian to-account- for an 


idie. word; what account will he demand of - 


the idle Expences of the moſt part of the 
Great ones,and of all the Abuſes committed 
in the adminiſtration of - the Eſtate he has 
g4ven them? For the Eſtate which God be- 
flows is no longer his to whom he gives ir, 
waen..he. has taken . what 1s needtul and 


kemly 


"> 


- he has ſuccoured in the Neceſitous that 


- 
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ſeemly for his Quality : It is the Poors 
when the Poor are in want, Thw'isthe 
reaſon why the Prophet calls Alms a piece | 
of Juſtice, not Mercy : He diſtributed, 
ſays be, what be had to the poor, the me- 
wory of ba juſtice remaineth for ever. You 

3 not your Goods as ſoon as you are 
a Chriſtian, bur to diſtribute them, Give 
little if you | have but little ; but give much 
if you have much. For what greater In- 


beritance can a Father leave his Children, 
then the Protection of Feſus Chriſt ; whom 


had recourſe to his aſliſtance. 

Happy he that comprehends this My 
ery : ut is & Secret unknown to earthly 
Souls, that fv not what advantage it is 
hr gh the wants of the Neceſſitous out | 

t ; 

be I fay that underſtands it. 
da back + this ignominiousaut-ſide, 
nor at the miſerable condition of the Poor ; 
becauſe he beholds Feſas Chrif conceabd 
under that mean Aſpect, and theſe R 

He minds not the poorneſs of his Clothes ; 
he conſiders the price of his Soul. Thaz 
ulcerous Body in tatter'd Garments ap» 
ens to him not unworthy his aſſiſtance ; 
or he is favourably look” 7 on by Heaven 
from the Minute he is truly poor : fo be 
receives 


I WW. -c 
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receives him as an Embaſlador ſent from 
God to treat of Peace with him, and me- 
diate the Afﬀair of his Salvation : He hopes 
the Alms he gives him will be the cauſe of 
bis Predeſtination, and fourceof his Glory. 
Behold what a Chriſtian ought to compre» 
hend, when he ſees a poor Body : and once 
apain,happy he that comprehendsit. If we 
then are truly Chriſtians,as we glory to be; 


let us follow this admirable counſel S. Paub | 


gave to the Coloſſians, to raiſe them up to 
the height of that Spirit he inſpir*d into 
them, conformable to- the Image he had 
traced forth to them of the New Mum he 
Preach*d'to them : Put you-on therefore as 
the eleb# of God, (that is, as Chriſtians) put 
you on, os, he, the _— mercy, be» 
nignity, modeſty, patience, ſupporting one 
aan us Poa pa F doning Tn peuery as 
alſo our Lord hath pardoned you. Our Re- 
deemer, wholly clad as he is with our frail- 
ty, teaches us to pardon our Enemnes, by: 
his pardoning us who are his. We are fo- 
nice,.we cannot bear with thoſe that do us: 
the leaſt Offence; and yet we boaſt weare 
Diſciples of a God who pardons his Exe- 
cutiwners, dies for thoſe that crucih'd him, 
and who in ſpite of our Ingratitude, con- 
tinues toſhowre down upon us his Favours, 
and the continual marks of his Bounty. F 

I do. 


I do.not bid you quit.your Eſtates like 
the firſt Chriſtians , who went. and laid 
theni.at the Apoſtles feet. 1 do.not ſay. to 
you, Go affront T'yrants, like the Martyrs, 
ro make an eminent Profeſſion of your 
Faith... I ſay not, Retire your ſelf into the 
Wilderneſs, to lead a penitent Life like 
the Anchorites : Sell your: Liberties, as 
St, Paulinus did ; Or croſs the Seas like 
St. Xaverius ; though God deſerves all 
rhis and more from you. I do not propoſe 
unto youthe Lives of the Primitive Chri- 
ſhans, as the moſt holy Model , and true 
Rule of Evangelical perfe&tion, I only 
ſay to you, Do not tear in pieces your Bro- 
thers Reputation; Pardon this Enemy, 
relieve this poor Man, this is ſufficient for 
you. I do not fay to you, Save ſo many 
Souls that periſh ; I only ſay,. Save your 
ſelf : your Soul is your next Neighbour, 
loſe it not. Love thoſe you are to live 
with ; but love them with a pure and fin- 
cere Charity, which neither your own In- 
' tereſts nor the Artifice of Men may ever 
alter : thar the Unity of ſpirit which oyghr 
' to be among the Faithful may not be pre- 
judiced. 

Let us leave Spiritual Fathers to invent 
new Methods of Devotion, to fatisfe the 
humour of the Age that pretends ſo much 
to 


of Chriftianity. 22x © 
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ro _ nn 6 Let us bluntly flop at the 
ice of this Vertue, without ſeeking . 
after any perfeQter way to go to God: fince 
| neither St. Pax, St.'fobn, nor the Goſpel 
it ſelf haveever own'd a'better, 
In fine, let us be:Charitable if we pres 
tend to be Chriſtians, ſince Charity is the 
rue Spirit of Chriſtianity, 


